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The Master of Science in Threat and Response and Response Management (MScTRM) is an interdisciplinary course of study in emergency preparedness.  Students learn all the relevant disciplines—how to prepare for, mitigate, respond to, and recover from complex incidents, regardless of their size or cause.  These incidents can include, among others, terrorist attacks; biological, chemical, radiological and nuclear threats; natural disasters; and disease outbreaks.  The program is designed to enhance the abilities of public health practitioners and administrators, applied researchers, medical and nursing professionals, homeland security professionals, members of law enforcement, fire and emergency rescue personnel, and policy makers who are responsible for preserving and protecting the public’s health and safety.  

The degree program is offered in two distinct concentrations but with a common required core that ensures all participants will possess the fundamental elements of hazard and response management.  All students must complete the six basic core courses in key competency areas and select one of two curricular concentrations.
The curriculum will be offered in a cohort model, which allows students to interact as a group throughout the entire program.  During the first year of study, students are required to enroll in two courses per quarter.  After completion of the core curriculum, students will begin the second year of study by selecting one of the curricular concentrations.  During year two, students will enroll in one formal course each quarter while working in groups with a member of the faculty on a practicum or comprehensive special project.  The program’s faculty, director and staff are readily available to assist students throughout the process.  Upon completion of the program, students will be awarded the Master of Science degree from the University of Chicago Graham School of General Studies.

The program is connected to the Great Lakes Regional Center of Excellence (GLRCE) for Biodefense and Emerging Infectious Diseases Research, a program supporting a consortium of 20 area institutions funded by the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases.  Research at the GLRCE focuses on developing vaccines, treatments, and diagnostics for dreaded diseases such as anthrax, botulism, tularemia, hemorrhagic fever viruses, and plague.  The collaborative efforts of the Biological Sciences Division of the University of Chicago, the GLRCE, and the resources of Argonne National laboratory provide students with unparalleled experiential learning opportunities and help translate findings from these research projects for policy makers and practitioners.  Additional instruction is provided by the faculty, scientists, and scholars of the University of Chicago, as well as by practitioners from the emergency preparedness community.

I am attending the conference to meet others who are responsible for the development and implementation of similar programs, as well as to keep abreast of recent developments in the field that might affect my program’s curriculum.  
