Biography:   Seth Fogel, West Los Angeles College

I am an instructor at West Los Angeles College, a two year community college.  I  teach various courses in the Administration of Justice department.  Aside from teaching my background includes 25 years in law enforcement having recently retired from the Culver City Police Department.  As a member of the department I was involved in emergency preparedness and response training.  As such I have some practical experience but aside from the occasional earthquake or riot we were never really tested much.  My educational background includes a BA from the University of California and a MS from California State University, Long Beach.  
Now teaching at WLAC we are faced with declining enrollment.  Classrooms that were once standing room only have many empty seats.  The last thing we want to do is shut down classes or worse yet, collapse the entire program.  These courses have been of great benefit to a number of students who have gone on to work as practitioners in the criminal justice field.  We do not want that to end.
We have discussed strategy to boost enrollment and will continue to work on areas during this summer.  However a specific area we hope to make an impact with is curricula development and course offerings in the field of emergency preparedness.  
Our hope (three of us are attending) is to see what is being offered in other institutions, to gain some insight into current career trends and to bring back ideas for courses we could offer.  It is imperative that we do something to spurn enrollment and to motivate students for entry into some area of public service study.

I am looking forward to meeting people in this field and hope to pick their brains for ideas we can apply back home.

