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Dr. Susan Davenport is the Dean of the Heavin School Arts and Sciences at Thomas Edison State College in Trenton, New Jersey.  Thomas Edison State College provides flexible, high-quality, collegiate learning opportunities for self-directed adults. The College was chartered in 1972 and is regionally accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools. It is one of New Jersey’s 12 senior public institutions of higher learning and currently enrolls over 13, 000 students. The College offers 16 associate, baccalaureate and master’s degrees in more than 100 areas of study. Our students’ average age is 36 and approximately 61 percent are New Jersey residents and 39 percent are out-of-state (from all 50 states and 70 countries).
The College offers an Associate in Science in Public and Social Services (ASPSS) degree and a Bachelor of Science in Human Services (BSHS) degree in Emergency Disaster Services that are designed for adult students who are providers of emergency planning for government, industry, and voluntary agencies.  In addition, the College offers a graduate certificate in Homeland Security. Courses for this certificate program provide students with a broad view of homeland security issues by going beyond a single discipline to consider policy, preparation, management and continuity throughout a crisis. Course work covers law enforcement, emergency management and business continuity issues. Students can use the credits they earn for this certificate toward the Master of Arts in Liberal Studies or the Master of Science in Management.
There are many ways to earn credit at Thomas Edison State College including Prior Learning Assessment, credit for EMI/FEMA courses and other American Council on Education evaluated training, testing, military training, transfer credit from other regionally accredited institutions, and Thomas Edison State College distance learning courses including Guided Study, online, and e-Pack courses.
Dr. Davenport has been at the College for ten years but was just appointed Dean in February of 2007.  She is responsible for curriculum, outreach, mentors and building partnerships for the liberal arts and human services programs offered by the College. She is interested in talking to other participants to learn about their programs and is especially interested in other providers of non-traditional, adult-oriented degree programs.

