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Holly Bryant is currently a second year graduate student at Arkansas Tech University in the Emergency Management and Homeland Security program. She obtained her A.A. from NorthArk College in 2002 and her B.S. in Emergency Administration and Management from ATU in 2004. As an undergrad, she interned with Convoy of Hope, a faith-based international disaster relief organization located in Springfield, Missouri. Ms. Bryant enrolled in ATU again when it initiated the graduate program in emergency management in January 2006. She is currently all-but-thesis. Her research will explore the differences in male and female disaster volunteers’ stress reactions to the Hurricane Katrina/Hurricane Rita disaster environment. She is one of two students who plan to graduate in December 2007 as ATU’s first graduates with Masters of Science degrees in Emergency Management and Homeland Security.
Ms. Bryant is CERT trained. She has responded to Hurricanes Ivan and Rita with the Southern Baptist Convention Disaster Relief and to Hurricane Katrina as an American Red Cross shelter manager. She has experience with ArcGIS, VRisk Map, HAZUS-MH1, CATS, and LDRPS software. She has also worked with the Arkansas Department of Emergency Management to evaluate the state’s county plans.
Ms. Bryant will be attending the conference as a student volunteer. Through her experiences at ATU, she has gained the perspective of an emergency management student. She has been witness to the strengths and weaknesses of both the undergraduate and graduate emergency management programs at ATU and is aware of some of the aspects that accelerate the effectiveness of such programs. 

By attending the conference, Ms. Bryant hopes to gain additional insight into other university’s emergency management programs. Ms. Bryant is curious about what opportunities exist for increasing students’ exposure to “real-life” emergency management prior to program completion and about what strides are being taken to improve the credibility of emergency management degree programs. She is looking forward to seeing some of the emerging literature. Networking with other emergency management professionals and students will also be a benefit of conference attendance.
