Biography of Betsy Berry: Program Officer, 

NOD Emergency Preparedness Initiative

Betsy Berry is the Program Officer for the National Organization on Disability’s (NOD) Emergency Preparedness Initiative (EPI).  In this role, she works closely with a variety of community-based organizations, disability advocacy groups, and emergency management personnel from field-level first responders to local, state, and federal officials in both the emergency management arena, and the disability community in order to ensure that people with disabilities take measures to prepare themselves for emergencies; to ensure that preparedness officials across the country are including people with disabilities in the planning, training and exercises, and response activities being undertaken at the community level; and to ensure that people with disabilities are themselves taking an active role in participating alongside preparedness officials before, during, and after an emergency.  

Following Hurricane Katrina and EPI’s Special Needs Assessment for Katrina Evacuees (SNAKE) Report, Ms. Berry acted as a subject matter expert for the American Red Cross as they developed their on-line and instructor lead training, “Serving People with Disabilities Following a Disaster.”  She created and maintains EPI’s Interactive Map of Disability & Emergency Preparedness Resources, as well as the “12 Months of Preparedness” Series.

Prior to joining NOD, she worked with James Lee Witt Associates on the National Capital Region Emergency Preparedness Campaign, “Be Ready, Make a Plan.”  She has over ten years experience working in the disability community, most recently as an Education and Outreach Specialist for United Spinal Association in Washington, DC, and as a Case Manager/Qualified Mental Retardation Professional (QMRP) for adults with developmental disabilities in Chicago, Illinois.  

Ms. Berry is a member of the Washington DC Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) as well as the American Red Cross National Capitol Area’s Disaster Action Team (DAT).  She is FEMA-trained on the National Incident Management System and Emergency Planning for Special Needs Populations. Ms. Berry serves on many disability preparedness-related task forces and working groups including: the Interagency Coordinating Council Emergency Preparedness for People with Disabilities National Citizen Corps Council Subcommittee, the Consortium for Citizens with Disabilities Emergency Preparedness Task Force, the Disaster Planning Committee of the American Association of Retired Persons, the International Codes Council Disability Task Force, the Serve DC Disability Advisory Board, and the National Fire Protection Association’s Disability Task Force.  

Ms. Berry received her Bachelor of Science degree in Rehabilitation Psychology from the University of Wisconsin – Madison.  

