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Dr. Audley has been involved with emergency management for a number of years, beginning with its predecessor agency, the U. S. Department of the Army Civil Defense Agency, at the University of Southern California.  Presently she directs the Western Washington University Emergency Management On-line Certificate Program, a 24-unit upper division program based on the FEMA professional standards, knowledge and abilities.

Dr. Audley is also involved with the WWU Bachelor of Arts Planning and Policy Studies, Emergency Planning and Hazard Mitigation, degree program in the Huxley College of the Environment at Western.  She serves on the advisory board of Huxley’s International Center for Global and Community Resilience, which looks at sustainability from both a practical and educational view, assessing how the college might address those issues through its programs and research efforts.  The Center has an aggressive research program in which students from the bachelor’s program will be involved in an on-going basis.  The College is also working with the local agricultural community to identify sustainability strategies that will enhance agricultural resilience in the face of increasing pressures for urban development and sprawl, adopting a pro-active, preventative planning approach.
Dr. Audley presented as a panel member at last year’s conference on aspects of Distance Learning in Emergency Management.  She has over 17 years experience using various distance delivery modes, as well as traditional classroom instruction.  Dr. Audley’s doctorate is in Public Administration.  
As part of her community service activities, Dr. Audley is chair of the Disaster Preparedness Committee of the Sudden Valley Community Association, a 6,000 resident, semi-isolated community in the mountains outside of Bellingham.  In this role she is providing leadership in operationalizing the emergency plan for the Valley and developing protocols to enhance disaster resilience and recovery according to potential hazards that are realistic for the area, which include earthquake, volcano, fire, and ice/snow storms.
Through participation in this conference, she hopes to update her knowledge about FEMA and trends in emergency management education and training, and meet with colleagues in the field.

