ArcGIS Workshop Description

This hands-on workshop is designed to offer higher education faculty and staff an introduction to the powerful tools that ArcGIS provides for addressing issues associated with disaster mitigation, response, recovery and risk management.  It will be particularly useful for individuals who plan on using this type of technology in either a classroom or research setting. The workshop will begin with a explanation of what GIS is and how it can benefit the emergency management community.  It will then introduce tools and techniques that can be used to create maps that effectively communicate information.  The final part of the workshop will focus on the tools that ArcGIS provides for asking questions such as 'how many residential structures are located in a floodplain' or 'what is the number of students that attend schools expected to be impacted by an approaching hurricane.'   The workshop focuses on tools that can be used to display and ask questions about existing spatial data.  However, time permitting, it will also introduce a few of the many tools that are available for creating new data and editing existing data.  The workshop will be taught using a combination of instruction and hand-on exercises.     It should be noted that the workshop will only explore a fraction of the many tools that ArcGIS provides for analysis and visualization of data related to emergency management issues.  ArcGIS tools that support animation, 3-D visualization, complex modeling, and more can provide a powerful range of options for the knowledgeable GIS user. While this course will not explore these types of tools, it will provide participants with a foundation that will position them to pursue additional training from which them can develop those skills in the future.

Recommended Participants: Persons with no GIS experience, persons that have GIS experience in non-ESRI GIS tools, and persons that have GIS experience in ESRI GIS tools other than ArcGIS. 

