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I am attending this conference for several reasons:

a. At East Carolina University, we have had a graduate certificate in security studies for about one year.  We currently have some 30 students enrolled in this certificate program with about five having already completed the coursework.  We are in the process of planning a Master of Security Studies degree program and it is imperative that this program have dual focuses on natural and man-made disasters.  The certificate coursework (which will be a base for the full master’s degree) currently emphasizes countering and preventing terrorism and we need a stronger component of preparing for and coping with natural disasters.  Thus, my first goal is to learn more about the inclusion of the natural disaster component in our curriculum;

b. Second, I will be presenting our analysis of an International City and County Management Association (ICMA) survey on homeland security issues.  This survey was conducted in the spring and summer of 2005 (pre-Katrina) and obtained results from over 3,000 city and county managers in the US.   Thus, a second goal is to share the views of city and county managers on homeland security with the other participants in this conference;

c. Third, I am a member of the Homeland Security/Defense Education Consortium which has developed standards for graduate programs in homeland security.  My third goal is thus to share the information about building a graduate program that conforms to HSDEC standards.
