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Jamie Mitchem began his academic career with a B.S. in Geophysics from the University of South Carolina (1998), and continued his education earning a M.S. in Meteorology from North Carolina State University (2000).  Finally, Jamie earned his Ph.D. in Geography from the University of South Carolina (2004), where Dr. Susan Cutter was his advisor.  Dr. Mitchem is currently an Assistant Professor in the Department of Earth Sciences at California University of Pennsylvania.
Dr. Mitchem assisted with the development of the GIS and Emergency Management concentration in the geography major at California University of Pennsylvania’s Department of Earth Sciences.  This new concentration has proven successful with growing numbers.  In addition, Jamie Mitchem is the Project Leader for the new 3Rivers HAZUS Users Group (3RiversHUG) in southwestern Pennsylvania.  This group’s mission is to use HAZUS-MH software to reduce the impacts of flooding in the region.  

Dr. Mitchem is presenting a pre-conference workshop with Dr. Thomas Mueller (California University of PA) and Kevin Mickey (Polis Center, IUPUI) about GIS in Emergency Management and Homeland Security.  He hopes to meet others interested in the applications of geospatial technologies for emergency management at the conference.  He is particularly interested in how other universities use HAZUS to reduce their own vulnerability to hazards.  This is Dr. Mitchem’s second year attending the conference, and he enjoys the participatory structure of this conference.
