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Having attended four previous years of the Higher Education Conference, I believe this is the year for action.  We have talked about competencies; we have talked about the demise of the Higher Education Program, and, what the future holds for FEMA and DHS.  The time for talk has ended.

As one of the founders of the Foundation of Higher Education in Disaster/Emergency Management and Homeland Security, along with Kay Goss, Daryl Spiewak, Valerie Lucas, Dorothy Miller and others, we are looking forward to showcasing our new organization and accepting individual and institutional members.  Aspects of the Foundation include member based interaction and dialogue, accreditation of post-secondary programs, oversight of a series of credentials including the CERP – Certified Emergency Response Professional, a peer-reviewed, on-line journal bringing the academic, research, hazards, practitioner and student together, and an academic honor society for those who strive for excellence in their education.

The desired outcomes of this conference are that we continue to define the competencies and educational requirements as we transform the job of emergency management and homeland security into a profession.  

