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Background and Goal:  I retired in July 2005 after a 30 year Army career, and accepted the position of founding Director of the Institute for Global Security Studies (IGSS) at Austin Peay State University in Clarksville, Tennessee.  We opened the doors of the IGSS on 1 August 2005 after the Tennessee Board of Regents chartered the IGSS as a unique organization within the higher education system in Tennessee.  The charter includes not just the expected, multidisciplinary development of academic courses and degree programs, research, and consultative services relating to the expanding field of global security studies, but also explicitly directs us to support state and municipal homeland security and emergency management elements and personnel in program and course development and training offerings.  Finally, APSU enjoys a long association with Fort Campbell, another focus in our charter;  APSU has the largest educational presence on Fort Campbell in terms of both enrollments and degree programs through its independent campus on the base.  APSU has notable competencies in military history, forensic sciences, criminal justice with a homeland security focus, terrorism [including agriterrorism] and counterterrorism, geo-information systems, and the religion and culture of Islam, Judaism, and Christianity.  Our Continuing Education division offers a full range of applicable courses to our many emergency management organizations, including a recently developed Emergency Management Leadership certificate program.
I hope to meet people with successful baccalaureate degree programs in emergency management as our plan includes the movement from an emergency management concentration to a baccalaureate over the coming years.  Seeking insight from others, learning of future challenges and needs of the emergency management community to which we might contribute solutions, gathering lessons learned, building relationships, seeking future collaborative partners:  fulfillment of these goals will make the conference a success.
