
EMPP Recommended Professional Reading List  

 

Raven Rock: The 
Story of the U.S. 
Government's Secret 
Plan to Save Itself--
While the Rest of Us 
Die by Garrett M 
Graff 

 

Flirting with Disaster: 
Why Accidents Are 
Rarely Accidental by 
Marc Gerstein, 
Michael Ellsberg, 
Daniel Ellsberg  

 

Disasters and Public 
Health: Planning and 
Response by Bruce 
W Clements 

 

Lights Out: A 
Cyberattack, a Nation 
Unprepared, 
Surviving the 
Aftermath by Ted 
Koppel 

 

Disaster Resilience: A 
National Imperative by 
Committee on 
Increasing National 
Resilience to Hazards 
and Disasters, 
Engineering and Public 
Policy Committee on 
Science, National 
Academies  

Ethics for Disaster by 
Naomi Zack 

 

Natural Hazards & 
Disasters by Donald 
Hyndman 

 

Emergency 
Management: 
Principles and Practice 
for Local Government 
by William L Waugh, 
Jr., Kathleen Tierney  
 

 

Disaster 
Preparedness NYC: 
An Essential Guide to 
Communication, First 
Aid, Evacuation, 
Power, Water, Food, 
and More Before and 
After the Worst 
Happens by Olivia 
Maria Jovine 

 

When Disaster 
Strikes: A 
Comprehensive 
Guide for Emergency 
Prepping and Crisis 
Survival by Matthew 
Stein, James Wesley 
Rawles 

 

Technology and 
Emergency 
Management by John 
C Pine 

 

Leadership 
Dispatches: Chile's 
Extraordinary 
Comeback from 
Disaster by Michael 
Useem, Howard 
Kunreuther, Erwann 
Michel-Kerjan 

 

Effective Crisis 
Communication: 
Moving from Crisis to 
Opportunity by Dr. 
Robert R Ulmer 

 

Leadership in the 
Open: A New 
Paradigm in 
Emergency 
Management by Adam 
Crowe 

  

 

Blindside: How to 
Anticipate Forcing 
Events and Wild 
Cards in Global 
Politics by Francis 
Fukuyama  

 

Principles of 
Emergency 
Management: Hazard 
Specific Issues and 
Mitigation Strategies 
by Mike Fagel 

  

 



The professional reading list is designed to encourage continual learning by career emergency managers. 

 

The professional reading list supports the FEMA Strategic Plan with Creating a Culture of Preparedness by 

contributing to the ongoing professional development needs of the emergency management community. The 

list also serves to create a body of knowledge that allows emergency managers to enhance the knowledge, 

skills, and abilities required to meet the challenges of a dynamic and complex emergency management 

environment.  

 

The Book-of-the-Month Club serves to enhance the professional development of emergency managers 

through the analysis and discussion of topics relevant to the practice of contemporary emergency 

management. Continual learning through the Book-of-the-Month Club helps emergency managers share 

practical experiences with each other that can help them do their jobs better and add value to their 

organizations. The virtual Book-of-the-Month Club provides a forum for facilitated discussions by 

participants that creates a body of knowledge for addressing the contemporary emergency management 

environment. 




