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Hemispheric Action Plan for Vulnerability Reduction to Natural Disasters in the Education Sector

EDUPLANhemisférico

The relevance of the role of the educational sector in the reduction of the vulnerability to natural disasters has been highlighted all throughout the process initiated by the Organization of the American States since 1992, and has continued through later initiatives in different regions of the American continent.   These initiatives have produced the Hemispheric Action Plan for Vulnerability Reduction to Natural Disasters in the Education Sector (EDUPLANhemisférico).  This plan covers programs sustained on three thematic areas:

1. Physical Infrastructure: reduction of the vulnerability of education infrastructure to natural hazards focusing on the processes of planning, design, construction, retrofitting, repair and maintenance of school buildings.

2. Citizen Participation: public education and capacity building to achieve direct participation in preparedness, alert, response, prevention and mitigation measures to natural disasters impact on communities and their infrastructure.

3. Academic Aspects: curriculum enrichment for elementary, secondary and university academic programs to prepare individuals and groups belonging to different disciplines to work with measures of vulnerability reduction.
In order to develop and implement the objectives of the Hemispheric Action Plan,  the voluntary participation of governmental institutions, non-governmental organizations, civil society organizations, and individuals has been sought. These entities, related with the educational sector of the member countries, become technical secretariats and are capable of giving political, technical and economical support to implement the varying programs, and obtain the official support.  The technical secretariats work directly with organizations at the community, educational, administrative and/or geographical level.  Their activities are initiated locally, helping to define national, regional and hemispheric contexts.  

Currently thirteen technical secretariats have been established, and EDUPLANhemisférico is seeking additional participation of institutions.  The support of the participating NGOs, professional associations, technical associations and institutions is very important.  
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Disaster Vulnerability Reduction of University Campuses in the Americas

DRUCA

OAS Is initiating a program that relates to the three thematic areas of EDUPLANhemisférico: Disaster Vulnerability Reduction of University Campuses in the Americas (DRUCA). Higher education sector plays an important social and economic role, supporting education, training, and research, and acting as supportive facility during disasters.  Many colleges and universities throughout the Western Hemisphere face a significant threat of damage and disruption from natural disasters, yet to date very few institutions have performed formal risk assessments or developed plans to reduce their vulnerability.   This threat has become apparent during recent disasters, as the direct losses and reconstruction costs have increased notably.

DRUCA aims to facilitate technical assistance and knowledge transfer in natural disaster vulnerability reduction among institutions of higher education in the Western Hemisphere through the sharing of experiences to date, as well as the establishment of an advisory network among colleges and universities in collaboration with EDUPLANhemisferico.   

This activity will draw on the expertise of a group of institutions that have undertaken disaster risk assessment and vulnerability reduction activities for their campuses.   The benefits of the program are valuable: institutions who have begun to develop professional practices in vulnerability reduction will have the opportunity to share experiences, knowledge and expertise; and institutions that have not yet undertaken vulnerability reduction efforts will be supported in the initiation of these efforts.

DRUCA's short-term objective is to form a working group with representatives from institutions that have already initiated vulnerability reduction measures at their campuses and in order to prepare guidance for others and initiate a communication network.   In the longer term, the working group will act as a mentoring network for others who wish to undertake campus vulnerability reduction activities.

DRUCA acknowledges the valuable support it will receive from the Public Entity Risk Institute (PERI) Foundation.  
Request for Contact Information
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Hemispheric Action Plan for Vulnerability Reduction to Natural Disasters in the Education Sector (EDUPLANhemisférico)

Contact Name: ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​











Title/Position: 












Organization: 












Mailing Address:












Telephone #: 




 
 Fax #: 





E-mail Address: 
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Areas of Thematic Interest:



Physical Infrastructure

(You may check more than one choice)

Public Participation









Academic Aspects

Disaster Vulnerability Reduction of University Campuses in the Americas (DRUCA)
Expression of Interest (you may check more than one choice)



I have worked in vulnerability reduction of university campuses


I would like to introduce vulnerability reduction at my university

Other (explain) 










Return to Stephen Bender

Chief, Division III

Organization of the American States

Unit for Sustainable Development and Environment

1889 F Street, NW, GSB-621

Washington DC, 20006

Tel:   202-4586295

Fax: 202-458-3560, 202-458-3168

www.oas.org/usde
natural-hazards-project@oas.org
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