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I am attending the Higher Education Conference for the first time in 2004, as a follow-up to the October 2003 Hazard Management Higher Education Workshop, Designing Educational Opportunities for the Hazards Manager of the 21st Century, convened by the Natural Hazards Center at University of Colorado at Boulder and University of Colorado at Denver.   As a career emergency manager and multi-hazards programs specialist, I have had a long-term interest in enhancing the knowledge and skills, and developing greater capability within our FEMA workforce.  Recently we have hired several new employees within the Mitigation Division and attempted to recruit candidates with an emergency management background and/or degree.  Region IX has previously been involved with the international community and Pacific Rim nations to jointly work on professional development standards with links to FEMA’s Higher Education Program. 

What I hope to gain by participating in the Higher Education Conference is a better definition of the knowledge, skills and abilities required for the future emergency management professional.  As a FEMA employee, I hope to contribute to educational programs that prepare our current and future employees for the constant changes and challenging environment within emergency management and homeland security at the federal, state and local level(s).  

