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Professor Joe Varner has a Bachelor of Arts Honours Degree in International Relations (Military and Strategic Studies) and a Master of Arts Degree in Political Science (Canadian Defence Policy) from Acadia University. He has held two Department of National Defence, Security and Defence Forum Awards, one, a Study Tour of NATO and Europe, and a Research Fellowship of one year with the Naval Officers Association of Canada. Professor Joe Varner has certificates in Emergency Program Management, Hazardous Materials, and Disaster Recovery from the Federal Emergency Management Institute and Certificate in Security Supervision from the International Foundation of Protection Officers. He is the author of Canada's Asia-Pacific Security Dilemma and has written over 40 articles on defence and security issues. Professor Varner is a Fellow of the Inter-University Seminar on Armed Forces and Society, a Senior Research Fellow of the Canadian Institute For Strategic Studies, an Associate Member of the International Institute for Strategic Studies, and past Contributing Editor, Asia Pacific for Maritime Affairs. He is listed by the Canadian Consortium on Asia Pacific Security (CANCAPS) as an expert in Military and Strategic Studies. Currently, Professor Varner is serving as Senior Advisor on Defence, Foreign, Security, and Intelligence matters to the Deputy Chairman of The Senate Standing Committee on National Security and Defence, the Leader of the Opposition in the Senate of Canada, and the Leader of the Conservative Party of Canada. He has previously also served as Senior Advisor to the former Leader of the Progressive Conservative Party of Canada, and a former Prime Minister, the Rt. Hon. Joe Clark. Professor Varner has just recently been appointed the Chairman of the National Security Affairs Committee of the Federation of Military and United Services Institutes of Canada. Professor Varner was awarded the Queen> '> s Golden Jubilee Medal for his service to the Federation and Defence community in Canada this past year. Professor Joe Varner teaches courses in the Department of Homeland Security and Intelligence and Space Studies at American Military University. Lastly, Professor Varner is married to Lisa MacLeod and they reside in Ottawa, Canada.

