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Neil R Britton, BA (Canterbury), MA(Hons) (Canterbury), Dip Tchng, PhD (James Cook University), Advanced Management Diploma, trained as a sociologist and geographer. Since October 2001, Neil has been based in Japan, after accepting an invitation to head a new section of the Earthquake Disaster Mitigation Research Centre (EdM), a Government of Japan research and applications agency under the auspices of the National Research Institute for Earth Sciences and Disaster Prevention (NIED). Based in Kobe, Neil heads the International Disaster Reduction Strategies team. He is also Chief Coordinator of a 5-year APEC-initiated Government of Japan funded project titled Earthquake and Tsunami Disaster Mitigation Technologies and their Integration for the Asia-Pacific Region (the EqTAP Project). From 1981 until 1993 Neil held academic appointments, in turn, at the Centre for Disaster Studies, James Cook University; Director, Disaster Management Studies Centre, School of Health Sciences, University of Sydney; Associate Professor in Disaster Management and Foundation Director, Centre for Disaster Management, University of New England. From 1993-2001 Neil held practitioner roles in emergency management. As Chief Advisor and Manager in Wellington City Council, New Zealand, he restructured the Civil Defence Department, and was Civil Defence Controller and Principal Rural Fire Officer. In January 1997 he was seconded to the New Zealand Government’s Emergency Services Review, and as an outcome, in July 1997, was appointed to the newly established Emergency Management Policy Establishment Unit charged with developing a replacement for the Ministry of Civil Defence. In August 1998 Neil was appointed inaugural Manager, Sector Development Unit, in the new Ministry for Emergency Management, helping develop and institutionalise a new risk-based approach for emergency management in New Zealand. Neil has over 100 refereed publications. He is involved in a wide range of consulting, advisory, and committee roles, which has recently included being a member of the Project Monitoring and Evaluation Group for the South Pacific Geoscience Commission’s disaster management unit (Fiji); foundation committee member of the New Zealand Society for Risk Management, Advisor to the Asian Disaster Preparedness Centre (Thailand); consultant to the World Bank’s Rural Development Department of the East Asia and Pacific Region; and member of the Joint Standards Australia and Standards New Zealand Technical Committee on Risk Management. 
Why am I attending the conference? 

I want to be at this conference because it offers a superb way to keep abreast of what is happening in the rapidly changing area of emergency management professional development. Hazard and emergency management solutions require both theory and practice, and in particular an inter-disciplinary perspective. How successful society is in providing suitable public safety is going to depend, to a large extent, on how these areas are combined within higher educational curriculum. At the conference, I will be seeking to find out how this is being pursued in the USA. However, I am particularly interested in learning how receptive the US emergency management professional development system is to learning from others outside its own borders.
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