Participant Profile of Michael O’Connor
I have just recently become the Assistant Dean at Kent State University’s Ashtabula Campus.  The campus is located mid-way between Cleveland, Ohio and Erie, Pennsylvania, within view of beautiful Lake Erie.  Besides having the main campus building, library and technical facilities from which to deliver program, Kent State University – Ashtabula, is also in the process of creating significant conference facilities in partnership with the Geneva State Park Lodge (opening in May 2004).  

I am currently working on developing an associate degree and certificate program in homeland security for Kent State University (I have developed similar programs for another university prior to my coming to Kent State University).  The program I am designing focuses on integrated emergency management operations, economic and political system deficiencies, bioterrorism preparedness, chemical and radiological safety.  I am also helping to develop a bioweapon/dirty bomb symposium, scheduled for October 2004, tentatively located at Case Western Reserve University.  
Besides having completed numerous courses in emergency management, WMD, terrorism, basic and advanced officer military police and chemical officer courses (from the Army Institute for Professional Development), I have completed several United Nation’s Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR) courses in global terrorism, peacekeeping, capital markets and arbitration.  My military experience includes being a military police brigade adjutant (S1), and officer in charge of military intelligence (S2).
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