PARTICIPANT PROFILE FOR EMI HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE

DR. MARY ANN ROLLANS is the Dean of the School of Community Education and Professional Development  and Associate Professor of Education at Arkansas Tech University, Russellville, Arkansas.  She has been associated with Arkansas Tech University in various capacities since 1980 and has been serving as dean of the School of Community Education since 1997.  She is responsible for the Bachelor of Science Degree in Emergency Administration and Management along with several other degree programs:  Bachelor of Professional Studies, Associate of Science in Early Childhood Education, and three Associate of Applied Science Degrees in areas related to industrial technology.  

The Bachelor of Science Degree in Emergency Administration and Management was established in 1997 with the support of the Higher Education Forum and endorsement from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).  The program currently has 177 declared majors and has graduated 133 students since its inception.   Students are required to complete 150 hours of hands on emergency response training during the course of their degree program and complete a 400 hour internship as a capstone to the degree.  Internship sites have been established throughout the United States as well as at several international sites.

The program recently received a $500,000 Congressional award and the funding will be used to establish a simulated laboratory setting for an emergency operations and communications center that can also serve as an actual support center when needed.  The program also received funding through the Arkansas Department of Emergency Management to establish CERT group for the campus which will serve as a model project for other colleges and universities.  
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