Participant Profile - ORSTAD

Lynn Orstad, (Justice Institute of British Columbia, Canada)

Email: lorstad@jibc.bc.ca
I have been involved with Disaster / Emergency Management for 30 years.  In 1992, I worked with women and children who had lost their homes to the destruction of Hurricane Andrew in Florida.  In 1993 I was seconded by the International Red Cross, Red Crescent Societies to provide humanitarian relief aid to refugees fleeing Bosnia and in may of the same year the Canadian Federal Government sent me to Sarajevo to do rapid assessments of women and children who had been victims of rape and torture to explore potential aid programs to assist these victims.  During 1994, I was seconded by UNHCR to provide relief aid to refugees fleeing from Rwanda, and establish training programs in assisting refugees plan for their futures.  In November of 2001, I traveled to Turkey where I represented Canada on the United nations Expert Group in Natural Disasters.

I am presently working as a Program Coordinator / Instructor in the Emergency Management Division of the JIBC.  I am designing two Diploma programs, for the Incident Command (Management) System and for International Emergency Management.  I am excited to work with other people who may also have background experiences in these fields, and I also hope to look at materials that have been already designed and that may be shared.  Successes and challenges that other participants may have faced, or are presently dealing with, I am very interested to learn about.

