International Association of Emergency Managers—Certified Emergency Manager Credential and Students, J.R. Thomas, President of the International Association of Emergency Managers

The Certified Emergency Manager (CEM) Program started with the help of FEMA a number of years ago through the International Association of Emergency Managers (IAEM). In order to become a CEM, an individual must have 3 years in the business or practical experience, and a college degree. Currently, that college degree requirement means any college degree. The IAEM would ultimately like those individuals with degrees in Emergency Management to become CEMs.

Currently, the CEM program is limited to the United States, but the IAEM is trying to expand it outside of the country. The CEM test will be offered at the World Disaster Conference in Toronto, June 22–25, 2003. Two major concerns are the processes and requirements for other countries. There needs to be a common language throughout the world so that every person is transportable from location to location.

Having the CEM certification is quickly becoming a major job requirement because it tells potential employers that an individual has passed the CEM test and that he/she has some experience in the field. Mr. Thomas facilitated a discussion with conference attendees on several points:

· What do we do with students who graduate with a CEM degree?

· Can they automatically take the CEM test and become certified?

Several conference attendees suggested that students complete internships while they are still students, not after graduation. Educators should find out which programs are better suited for their students, and this usually requires a 6-month lead-time. Students should get a broad view of the Emergency Management field during the internship; this may require that a CEM supervise the entire internship.  Another suggestion was for an interim designation that would provide graduates from a 4-year college the opportunity 

