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I am currently the Co-Director of the Emergency Management Program at North Dakota State University.  Previously, I was in senior management at the Florida Division of Emergency Management where I helped develop long-range program plans and budget justifications for the Division, coordinated with the Federal Emergency Management Agency on state programmatic grants and capability assessments, and contributed to many special projects of the Director including producing written testimony for the Florida Governor. As the Accreditation Manager, I was responsible for the state accreditation process as well as agency policy and strategic management and planning. In addition, she provided expertise and coordination to developing, new, and existing emergency management degree programs at Florida universities and colleges as the Higher Education Coordinator. I received her doctorate degree in Sociology from Florida International University. My areas of research interest include the professionalization of emergency management and social vulnerability to disasters. I have extensive disaster research experience, i.e., Loma Prieta earthquake and Central Florida tornadoes, resulting in publications and presentations in national and international forums. I published the book entitled, The State of Emergency Management 2000: The Process of Emergency Management Professionalization in the United States and Florida. I aspire to merge academic disaster research with emergency management practice to integrate the disciplines into a comprehensive profession. 

At the 2004 FEMA Higher Education Conference, I am interested in discussing the challenges of new emergency management degree programs including developing new curriculum, budgetary limitations, lack of qualified faculty, the interface of practical and theoretical aspects of the field, and recruiting/retaining students.  I am especially interested in exploring techniques to maintain a viable relationship/interface with practitioners in order to enhance programmatic legitimacy and credibility as well as produce marketable graduates. 
I can be contacted at:

Jennifer Wilson, Ph.D., Co-Director

Emergency Management Program

North Dakota State University

P.O. Box 5075

Fargo, ND 58105-5075

(701) 231-5846

email: jennifer.wilson@ndsu.nodak.edu 

