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J.R. Thomas is the immediate Past-President of the International Association of Emergency Managers and Director of the Franklin County Emergency Management Agency in Columbus, Ohio. Mr. Thomas has been with the agency since 1984 and Director since January 1992. He has a Bachelor's degree in Secondary Education and a Master of Arts degree with an emphasis in Political Science from the Ohio State University. J. R. has also received his Certification in Emergency Management from the International Association of Emergency Managers and completed the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s Professional Develop Series. He is an advisory board member of the World Conference on Disaster Management based in Toronto and the Home Island Security Committee based in Tokyo.

The education of the emergency management student population is import to current practitioners. Those students, the next generation of emergency managers, will understand terms and concepts already in the practitioner’s lexicon. They will enter the workforce and be able to contribute immediately. Plus they have the luxury of thinking about problems without “history” thereby allowing new approaches to surface. This is an asset we are just now starting to utilize.

I feel it is important for practitioners to interface with the academic community to provide the best in theory and practicality.

