Livestock in Disasters / Unit 11

Unit Eleven

Floods / Farm Waste
Spills

Overview

In this unit you will learn about floods and how to mitigate
their effects. You will also learn about the risks of farm waste
spills on wildlife, the natural environment and public health,
and what can be done to mitigate spills.

Objectives

Upon completion of this unit, you should be able to:
Ü Identify common risks associated with floods
Ü Identify mitigation factors for floods
Ü Identify the factors that contribute to animal waste
spills
Ü Describe threats to the natural environment and wildlife
from farm waste spills
Ü Identify mitigation measures for farm waste spills
Ü Determine your vulnerability to floods
Ü Determine your vulnerability to a farm waste spill

Floods

Floods are the most common natural disaster in the U.S. and
are responsible for approximately 75 percent of all federal
disaster declarations. No area in the United States is completely
free from the threat of floods. Floodplains cover 7 percent (94
million acres) of the U.S. and 15 percent of all urban areas.
More than 10 million residential and commercial buildings and
80 percent of the nation’s wetlands are located in floodplains.
The expansion of urban development into floodplains has
greatly exacerbated problems associated with flooding.
On average, more than 300,000 people are driven from their
homes by floods, 200 flood-related fatalities occur, and $4
billion in total flood damages are sustained each year. Floods
also affect many domestic animals, livestock, and wildlife.
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Floods are one of the leading causes of death from natural
disasters in the United States. The most common deaths have
been associated with persons trying to drive through
floodwaters, flash floods, and alcohol consumption, which
leads to impaired judgment during floods.

Causes of floods

The most common causes of floods are excessive rainfall, snow
melt and hurricane storm surges. A thunderstorm that remains
in an area with heavy rains can produce serious flooding.
Large amounts of rainfall over a short period of time fill
ditches, lakes and rivers and overflow into low-lying areas with
poor or inadequate drainage. Other causes of flooding are dam
and levee failures. Dam failures may follow excessive rainfall
or melted snow. Many of these causes are discussed elsewhere
in this course.
Floods are classified according to whether they are slow- or
fast-rising. Slow-rising floods are typical as floodwaters move
down a river or stream and can often be predicted to reach a
certain height. Flash floods are usually the result of extremely
heavy rain or melting snow and occur suddenly. They can also
result from a dam or levee failure.

Mitigation

Proper land-use management and strict enforcement of building
codes, with special attention to floodplains, has helped reduce
some of the high cost of losses due to flooding.
Obtain elevation and historical flood records from your local
county government to determine if your farm is in a floodplain.
The National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) is a federal
program enabling property owners to purchase flood insurance.
Ask your local property insurance agent about flood insurance.
Before you build or buy a home or farm below a dam, learn as
much as you can about its safety record. Ensure that access
roads do not pass through floodplains.
Install check valves in building sewer traps to prevent
floodwater from backing up in sewer drains.
If you graze livestock or horses in floodplains, be prepared to
move them to higher ground before low-lying evacuation
routes become flooded. If your farm suffers regularly from
floods you should consider building dirt mounds to which
livestock can be temporarily evacuated. Consult with your state
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natural resources department if you plan to alter landscape on
your property in such a way that it may affect the flow of water
in a flood.
Many farms operate manure pits and lagoons that are
susceptible to flooding. Consult with your state department of
environmental management or natural resources on how to
prevent overflow of these waste treatment facilities into local
streams, rivers, or even the drinking water supply.
Construct buildings for the storage of farm chemicals such as
fertilizer, herbicides, pesticides, and fuels so that these have
minimal chance of contaminating the environment during
floods. Keep absorbent hazmat booms and absorbent materials
on-hand for any clean up due to chemical spills or leaks.
Contact your local emergency management office if you
suspect or experience a chemical spill.

Preparedness

Stockpile and replenish emergency building materials such as
sandbags, plastic sheeting, and lumber. Keep your car, truck,
tractor, and other vehicles fueled.
If electric power is disrupted, gas station pumps may be out of
operation for several days. Call your local fuel supplier to
determine if they are able to provide fuel to your vehicles
during power outages.
Check your horse or livestock trailers to make sure they are in
useable condition.
Make family and animal evacuation plans. If you are in a flash
flood area, have several alternate routes to ensure rapid
evacuation. If you have a large number of cattle or horses,
anticipate the course floodwaters might take. Start moving
animals in advance of any danger. Even if the evacuation turns
out to have been unnecessary, at least you have practiced for
the time when it might be critical.
Ensure that animals are properly identified (see Units 8 and 9
for advice on livestock). Keep a collar and identification tag on
pets at all times (or have a microchip implanted). Ideally, tags
should also identify an out-of-state contact person. Maintain
your animal’s vaccinations as recommended by your
veterinarian, including against rabies, Leptospirosis, and
tetanus.
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If caught in a
flood

Do not attempt to drive over a flooded road. The water is often
deeper than it appears. If a car stalls while in flowing water,
abandon it. Cars act as traps in the face of a raging flood. Water
flowing at 20 knots and covering the tires of a car (2 feet deep)
is powerful enough to move any size vehicle.
If human safety is not compromised, move your animals. If
horses are being evacuated, they should not be ridden through
swiftly moving, deep water, especially if they are not used to
being around water. Floodwaters commonly obscure the view
of sharp objects, downed power lines and swift flowing
currents.

After a flood

Electrical equipment should not be handled unless it is in a dry
area. Always wear well-insulated rubber footwear and gloves
when handling electric equipment. It is advisable to turn off the
main supply to individual houses even if the entire community
electrical supply has been cut, as this allows the individual
property owner to asses how safe it is before turning on the
electricity again.
Stay on firm ground and do not wade through water or muddy
areas. Floodwaters may carry electrical currents from
underground wires that have become exposed. Also, avoid
walking though flood debris as this is often hazardous, both
because of sharp objects and spilled hazardous chemicals.
Underwater fences, particularly those made from barbed wire
and woven wire, can snag limbs and lead to severe injury or
drowning. These cautions apply to animals as well as people.
Floodwaters often cause septic tanks to overflow. Contact your
local emergency management office for any unmet needs.
If a basement has been flooded, pump it out gradually to
prevent the walls collapsing due to water pressure on the
outside of the wall. Drain one-third of the floodwaters each day
to minimize further structural damage.
Shovel out the mud while it is still moist and dry rugs and
carpets thoroughly. It is especially important to remove mud
from barns as horses and livestock will develop problems with
their feet if they stand in deep mud for too long.
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Impact &
Consequences

Floods have many adverse impacts and challenging
consequences. The following table presents some commonly
reported problems that arise in floods and the unit where you
can learn more about the consequences.

Impact

Consequence

Refer to Unit #

People can be separated and stranded

Communications are challenged

5

Floods can block access

Infrastructure failure

6

Floods can knock over flammable
materials and fuel fires

Threat to public and animal safety

7

Floodwaters can render homes of people
and housing for animals uninhabitable

Need to evacuate people and
animals

8

Floods can affect many people and
animals at once

Displacement of people and animals

9

Floodwaters are often contaminated with
hazardous materials

Threat to public and animal health

10

Floods can damage animal waste lagoon
systems

Adverse effects on the natural
environment and wildlife

Animals can drown in floods

Need for carcass disposal

12

Animals can be severely injured in floods

Need for euthanasia

13

Floods can trap people and animals in
small areas

Threat to the well-being of animals

14

Stranded animals in floods can evoke an
emotive public response

Public concern

15
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Farm Waste

Manure handling facilities and lagoons are a unique
agricultural hazard that can pose a significant threat to the
natural environment and wildlife.
The natural environment can suffer when farm waste is
released. Ruptured lagoons can cause massive fish die-offs.
Frequently, the runoff leads to excessive accumulation as
nutrient pollution in the soil and in waterways.
Although farm waste is often thought of as a principal source
waste, many agricultural spills are part of a general failure of
waste management systems. For example, most human waste
treatment facilities are located in low-lying areas, because
waste feeds into them by gravity. It is relatively common for
human waste treatment facilities to overflow in floods, so they
also contribute to negative impacts on the environment,
wildlife and public health.
For more information, search http://www.epa.gov/.

Types and
capacity of
lagoons

The two basic types of lagoons are aerobic and anaerobic. The
manure is not completely destroyed in either type of lagoon, so
a large volume of sludge remains for final disposal.

Anaerobic lagoons

Anaerobic lagoons are the most common and practical for
livestock manure because it is not necessary to dissolve oxygen
in the wastewater. The volume of water, rather than the surface
area, is the basis of anaerobic lagoon design.
Anaerobic bacteria digest organic matter by liquefying it and
then converting it primarily into carbon dioxide, methane,
ammonia, and hydrogen sulfide. Even properly functioning
anaerobic lagoons may produce some disagreeable odor.
Anaerobic lagoon depth can vary from 6 to 20 feet or deeper.
Minimum water volumes of anaerobic lagoons for various
types of livestock and poultry appear in Appendix A of this
unit.

Aerobic lagoons
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The other type of lagoon is the aerobic lagoon. A major
advantage of the aerobic lagoon is that it is odor free. In
aerobic lagoons bacteria use dissolved oxygen in the manurewater mixture. However, aerobic lagoons are normally not
practical for animal manure treatment because they would need
such a large surface area or need to be mechanically ventilated.
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The disadvantage of the mechanically aerated lagoon is its
dependence on electrical power and the expense of running the
aerator continuously. Mechanically aerated lagoons should be
at least 10 feet deep and can be 20 feet deep if groundwater and
foundation conditions permit. Minimum water volumes and
aerator sizes for mechanically aerated lagoons are given in
Appendix B of this unit.

Why are farms
vulnerable?

Frequently the focus of attention is on farms as a source of
waste spills in disasters. However, farms are only one of many
sources of waste that can spill in disasters. While we focus on
farm waste in this course, remember that this focus is simply a
function of the subject matter of this course.

Volume of manure

Nationwide, 130 times more animal manure is produced than
human waste (see Appendix C in this unit). Pig waste also
creates ammonia at the rate of 20,500 pounds per year for
every 1,000 pigs, which evaporates and interacts with other
compounds in the environment.
In 2001, a study using Census of Agriculture data estimated
that about 20 percent of the nation’s on-farm excess manure
nitrogen and 23 percent of phosphorus is produced in counties
that have insufficient cropland for its application at agronomic
rates.

Accidents

In a survey conducted in 1999, spills and dumping of manure
and other waste products occurred more than 100 times at
farms in Arkansas, Illinois, Iowa, North Carolina, Ohio,
Minnesota, Missouri, Oklahoma, Wisconsin, and Virginia. It
was estimated that more than four and a half million gallons of
manure were spilled or leaked into water resources.
In another study in 1999, 9 percent of lagoons examined had
experienced major spills since their construction.
For more information, search http://www.ers.usda.gov/.
Examples of typical causes of waste spillage and violations
include:
Ü Waste runoff that is not contained and overflows after
heavy rain or snow melt
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Ü Use of stacked manure as a barrier to manure flow
(these easily break down)
Ü Over application of manure causing runoff (especially
on water-saturated soils)
Ü Sump waste leakage
Ü Rain water that flows through a cow lane (leading up to
a dairy) and off the premises
Ü Improper irrigation with manure leaking into ditches
There are many situations in which lagoons present increased
vulnerabilities. For instance, flooding can lead to lagoons
overflowing. Causes of flooding include:
Ü Heavy rains or hail in summer storms (Unit 5)
Ü Hurricanes (Unit 8)
Ü Snow melt (Unit 6)
Ü Hurricane storm surges (Unit 8)
In addition, weaknesses in the lagoon walls can lead to rupture.
Causes of failure in dike walls include:
Ü Landslides, mudslides, and avalanches (Unit 9)
Ü Earthquakes (Unit 10)
Ü Burrowing wildlife

Manure
application

The most common method of disposal of farm waste is to
spread it on fields, where it serves as an economic source of
fertilizer. Manure should be spread or irrigated uniformly on
fields with consideration given to the proper application rate.
Nutrient losses, pollution potential and odor are reduced if
manure is incorporated into the soil as soon as possible after
spreading. However, many lagoon spills occur at times of
flooding and other adverse weather events. This coincidence
can severely compromise the effectiveness with which manure
can be spread on fields.
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Examples of farm
waste spills

In 1995, heavy rains, an overloaded lagoon, and a leaking
drainage pipe caused the spill of 8.5 million gallons of poultry
waste into Limestone Creek, North Carolina. This was the
same volume of oil spilled in the Exxon Valdez disaster. The
waste spill killed an estimated 10 million fish in coastal North
Carolina.
Poultry waste was suspected in the bloom of the toxic microbe
that killed 480,000 fish in the mid-Atlantic states in 1997.
During Hurricane Bertha, heavy rainfalls caused a lagoon
rupture in Craven County, North Carolina, that spilled 1.8
million gallons of hog waste in 1996.
After Hurricane Floyd in 1999, a 350-square-mile “dead zone”
in the Pamlico and Albermarle Sounds was attributed to farm
and other waste spillage. The environmental impacts of
Hurricane Floyd led the governor of North Carolina to request
$5.3 billion in disaster relief to help rebuild houses in the area,
as well as hog barns and lagoons on the coastal plain.

Effects of
Farm Waste
Spills

Animal waste spills can produce a variety of undesirable
environmental effects on both near and distant receiving
waters. Physical effects include high turbidity (cloudiness)
levels and low dissolved oxygen levels, creating an unfavorable
habitat for many organisms. Turbidity also provides a
protective environment for fecal coliforms (harmful bacteria)
and other undesirable human pathogens.

Natural environment
and wildlife

The impact of excess chemicals results from high
concentrations of organic and inorganic nutrients, such as
ammonia and phosphate. These nutrients can cause algal
blooms and, in the case of ammonia, toxicity to fish and other
organisms.
The biological effects of waste spills include algal bloom
formation and the release of quantities of untreated pathogenic
microorganisms into the environment. Waste lagoon
constituents can be carried far downstream following spills.

Public health

Floods / Farm Waste Spills

Organic and inorganic nutrient loads also provide an
environment conducive to the survival and propagation of fecal
coliform bacteria and other pathogenic microbes. Several
disease outbreaks related to water have been traced to bacteria
and viruses from farm waste. The EPA has identified waste
from poultry and pig factories as a catalyst for Pfiesteria
outbreaks. Pfiesteria is a harmful microorganism that can infect
humans and animals.
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Regulations

Because of the risk to the environment and the public,
regulations address issues such as the location of the waste
storage facility, including distance from the well to the manure
storage, distance from the livestock facility to the next
neighbor, days of storage, water table level and storage type
when constructing earthen storage, distance to bedrock, and
acreage required for spreading manure onto cropland. Other
regulations govern the correct construction of manure storage
facilities and their use.
Some of the federal laws that apply to the handling of waste on
farms are listed in Appendix D of this unit. Federal regulations
do not address the handling, storage, land application, or
disposal of manure.
In many states, lagoons are closely monitored by state
agencies. In states where lagoon management is regulated by
state agencies, the requirements for manure handling are often
more restrictive than federal legislation requires.
Failure to comply with regulations can result in fines from the
Environmental Protection Agency, and its state equivalent, for
environmental damages; and from the Department of Natural
Resources for killing wildlife (e.g., causing a fish kill). Under
the Federal Clean Water Act of 1972, individuals can sue farm
owners for offenses in manure handling if there is evidence of a
violation.
Even following a natural disaster, such as floods and blizzards,
or disasters that cause power outages, the owner of the facility
remains responsible for the appropriate storage and disposal of
manure and other waste, as well as hazardous chemicals, from
the farm.

Mitigation of
Farm Waste
Spills

There are many sources of authoritative information on the
location, construction, and proper handling of manure. The
details of that information are beyond the scope of this course.
However, it is highly recommended that the reader learn more
about this subject.

The manure
nutrient
management plan

The US Department of Agriculture – Environmental Protection
Agency (USDA-EPA) Unified National Strategy for Animal
Feeding Operations, released in 1999, requires that
Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plans (CNMP) be
developed for all animal feeding operations by the year 2009.
According to the strategy, the CNMP should address feed
management, manure handling and storage, land application of
manure, land management, record keeping, and other options
for making use of manure.
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A manure management plan is a specific combination of
physical components, conservation practices, and management
measures for manure handling, storage, treatment, and use on
cropland or pastureland.

What Can You
Do?

Following is a list of measures you can take to mitigate farm
waste spills.

Ü Monitor weather conditions.
Ü Pump lagoons down as low as possible before and
during the storm.
Ü Have a backup pump and pipe that can be used to pump
out the lagoon without electricity (e.g., a Power TakeOff Pump located at the back of a tractor).
Ü Keep solids removed from the lagoon. Solids reduce
the volume of water that can be held in the lagoon. It is
best to have a manure separator in place for this
purpose.
Ü Ensure that the lagoon pump is elevated at a level that
would keep water from covering/touching it.
Ü When a storm is approaching, reduce the amount of
water used in your operations, such as flushing the
barns of a dairy.
Ü If spray fields are in low-lying areas, position berms
around them to help stop runoff.
Ü Have an area of containment (backup pond) near the
lagoon to allow for overflows. The water can then be
pumped out at a later date.

Case 1: Impact on
wildlife
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Following heavy summer rains, several animal waste lagoons
from swine and poultry farms ruptured, releasing several
million gallons of liquid waste into receiving streams.
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How would you know
that a spill has
occurred?

What do you think were the most noticeable effects of these
spills?

Stream areas affected by the spills released a notable odor, and
the water suffered discoloration. The water had a deep reddish
tinge in areas affected by both the poultry waste lagoon breach
and the swine waste lagoon leak.

How would you
measure the impact?

What measurements would indicate the degree of
contamination?
Turbidity levels increased more than fourfold at different sites
affected by the plumes from the spills. Microscopic
examination of affected waters showed the presence of large
quantities of bacteria, phytoplankton, and unidentified material.
The spills also introduced large Biochemical Oxygen Demand
loads into the streams. (See the text under Appendix D in this
unit for definitions on measurement).

What do you think
will happen?

What will result from these physical changes to the water?

In and near plume areas, dissolved oxygen levels were nearly
anoxic following the spills. This indicates that there was a
considerable amount of organic matter in the waste plumes,
which in turn led to greatly increased bacterial respiration in
the receiving waters.
Within a few days a fish die-off will occur in the affected
waterways. Low dissolved oxygen concentrations are a major
contributing factor.

How soon will the
area return to
normal?

How long do you think that the waterways will be affected by
this spill?

Downstream measurements indicated a heavy biochemical
oxygen demand load which was carried at least 50 miles
downstream. This load decreased bottom-water dissolved
oxygen levels to less than 20 percent of normal at the
downriver location from 10 days to 2 weeks following the
spills. Eventually, recovery in the streams depended on
subsequent rainfall and flushing events.
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Case 2: Impact on
environment

In August a lagoon serving 6,400 head of swine leaked,
releasing 2 million gallons of swine waste into a system of
freshwater tidal creeks. The spill occurred during a period of
high precipitation. The leak occurred through improperly
plugged field tiles. The effluent was carried as far as a fourth
order tributary of an estuary.

What do you think
will happen?

What likely effects would this spill have?

The waste lagoon rupture introduced excessive loads of
nutrients into the receiving waters.

How would you
measure the impact?

What are the major offending components of waste?

It is typical for waste lagoon liquid to have a high percentage
of its nitrogen content in the form of ammonia, and a high
percentage of its total phosphorus content in the form of
orthophosphate. Measurements showed that both ammonia and
orthophosphate were introduced in large quantities into the
local creeks.
Ammonia and orthophosphate are nutrients for plants and
algae. The nutrient loads stimulated the growth of algal
blooms. This increase in algae was detected by measuring
Chlorophyll a, which nearly doubled in areas affected by the
swine lagoon waste.

Over what area will
this spill spread?

How far do you think these contaminants were carried?

Long-distance transport of nutrient load was documented. Ten
days after the waste lagoon rupture, ammonia concentrations in
the river feeding the estuary were elevated nine-fold over the
previous month at a station more than 50 miles downstream.

What are your
concerns?

What other effects do you think these levels of ammonia could
have on wildlife and public health?
Ammonia concentrations similar to those found in the spill
sites are known to have sub-lethal to lethal effects on fish.
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Samples were also collected for Clostridium perfringens at
several sites near the waste lagoon spill the day following the
incident. Results indicated high concentrations at several
locations.
Clostridium perfringens is a pathogenic bacterium which is
specific to fecal wastes and has extensive survival capabilities
through spore-forming abilities. The high turbidity levels in the
waste plumes formed a UV-protective environment for enteric
pathogens entering the open water. C. perfringens is believed
to be a reliable indicator of the presence of many pathogens
because its properties are analogous to those of human enteric
viruses.

When will things
return to normal?

How long do you think the affected areas remained
contaminated?
Surface water fecal coliform concentrations started to decline
after a few days. However, many of these organisms were
evidently protected in the sediment. Rainfall two weeks after
the lagoon leak caused resuspension of high concentrations of
fecal coliform in surface waters.
In this case, the algal blooms lasted for several weeks and
moved around possibly in accordance with the tides and
sluggish stream flow.

Review

The benefits of good manure management include reduced cost
of fertilizers, improved productivity and animal health, and
protection of the natural environment (soil, water, and air).
In contrast, the effects of poor manure management include
loss of fertilizer nutrients, odors, and animal and operator
health problems. These negative impacts can be direct or
indirect from molds and toxins that form after the disaster. The
effects can also create a negative social and regulatory climate
for agriculture.
Lagoon leaks and breaches can occur because of human error,
deliberate mismanagement, faulty construction, or adverse
weather. The ultimate solution for these current and future
problems is to apply improved technology to animal waste
treatment and reduce dependence on lagoon systems.
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Manure handling capacity should be greater than the predicted
amount of manure that a farm will produce, and plans should
be in place to prevent the inadvertent and perhaps illegal spread
of manure in the event of a problem or a disaster. Farmers
should consider the following precautions:
Ü Employ engineers to design a lagoon that can be
operated with a minimum of disagreeable odors
Ü Expand the lagoon size depending upon the number,
size, and kind of livestock
Ü Diligently keep records on the impact lagoons have on
the environment and watershed
Ü Have systems inspected and maintained by
professionals
Ü Maintain records on the amounts of manure pumped
Ü Discuss plans to divert manure from streams and rivers
with the local county extension educator and
representatives from the appropriate state departments
Ü Coordinate pumping manure with rainfall to optimize
application of manure to fields
Ü Work with your local emergency manager to design a
plan in case of a farm waste spill

Community-based
mitigation

In some areas of the U.S., pork producers and public agencies
have formed Environmental Response Teams. The partnership
involves the pork producers purchasing a vehicle and special
equipment to handle lagoon spills. Local emergency managers
and fire departments provide expertise handling hazardous
materials. These environmental response units and a trained
response team are on stand-by in case of a lagoon spill.
Farmers and local emergency managers and fire departments
work together to create comprehensive farm plans to handle
emergencies. These plans cut down on response time and
protect the environment. Insurance companies have endorsed
these types of programs.
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Assess Your
Vulnerability
Floods
Item
1.

Vulnerability Score

How often do floods occur in your county?
1 (at most every five years or more)—5 (at least once a year)

2.

If your farm were to flood, how disruptive would it be?
1 (not very disruptive)—5 (severely disruptive)

3.

What is your vulnerability to floods?

Enter this number on page 16-3

Add 1 and 2

Waste Spills
Item
1.

Vulnerability Score

How much animal waste do you accumulate every day on your farm?
1 (less than one ton)—5 (in excess of 10 tons)

2.

If your animal waste were to spill, how much space would you need to
contain it?
1 (no more than my own property or on property for which I have
agreements to use)—5 (most of it would need to be disposed
on property other than what I own or have agreements to use)

3.

What is your vulnerability to farm waste spills?

Enter this number on page 16-5

Add 1 and 2
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Directions: Determine if the following statements are true or
false based on the material in this unit. When you have
finished, check your answers on page 11-20.
Learning Check

1.

Floods are the most common natural disaster in the
United States.
True or False?

2.

Floods are a leading cause of human deaths from natural
disasters.
True or False?

3.

Alcohol consumption is frequently associated with fatal
drowning of humans in floods.
True or False?

4.

Appropriate selection of the location to build is important
mitigation against floods.
True or False?

5.

Participating in the National Flood Insurance Program is
an effective mitigation measure that communities can
engage in against floods.
True or False?

6.

Getting your stock trailer in good working order is an
appropriate preparedness activity for floods.
True or False?
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Learning Check

7.

Debris is a problem associated with strong winds, not
with flooding.
True or False?

8.

Flowing water that is equal to or less than knee-deep is
dangerous to walk through.
True or False?

9.

Aerobic lagoons are more likely to release unpleasant
odors than anaerobic lagoons.
True or False?

10. Livestock produce more manure than humans in the U.S.
True or False?

11. Approximately 80 percent of lagoons experience a major
spill.
True or False?

12. Over-application of manure can readily occur when soils
are saturated with water.
True or False?
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Learning Check

13. Individual citizens can sue farm owners for violations of
the Federal Clean Water Act of 1972.
True or False?

14. High turbidity and low dissolved oxygen levels in
streams and rivers after lagoon spills are associated with
fish die-offs.
True or False?

15. Producers, emergency managers, and others can develop
effective local plans for the prevention and response to
lagoon spills.
True or False?
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For every question that you answered incorrectly, review the
page listed next to the answer to find out why your answer was
incorrect.
Answers

1.

True......................................................................11-1

2.

True......................................................................11-2

3.

True......................................................................11-2

4.

True......................................................................11-3

5.

True......................................................................11-3

6.

True......................................................................11-3

7.

False.....................................................................11-4

8.

False.....................................................................11-4

9.

False.....................................................................11-6

10. True......................................................................11-8
11. False.....................................................................11-8
12. True......................................................................11-8
13. True......................................................................11-10
14. True......................................................................11-9
15. True......................................................................11-14
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Summary

Floods / Farm Waste Spills

This unit described the adverse consequences of floods and
how you can lessen the effects of floods. This unit also
discussed farm waste spills and their effects on wildlife, the
natural environment, public health, and methods of reducing
the risk of lagoon spills from occurring.
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