GIS/Emergency Management Recommended Reading
Disaster Response: GIS for Public Safety

By Gary Amdahl

ESRI Press, 2001, 136 pp.

Local, state, and federal government units and the private sector need to learn how to best use the GIS technology now in the hands of those who are on the front lines fighting fires, managing evacuations, and cleaning toxic spills.  These case studies illustrate the best new strategies for mitigation, response, and recovery from both natural and human disasters.  A wide variety of disasters and scenarios are represented, including lethal mudslides and wildfires.  

GIS in Public Policy

By R.W. Greene

ESRI Press, 2000, 120 pp.

GIS in Public Policy tells the stories of how those on the front lines of public service – such as teachers, administrators, analysts, legislators, and police – are bring new power and vitality to their missions.  GIS is allowing them to distribute tax money more fairly, to protect life and property more effectively, to serve urban and rural constituencies in new and more efficient ways.

Confronting Catastrophe: A GIS Handbook 

By R.W. Greene

 GIS technology has become the one unifying component that every community can use to plan for, respond to, and recover from, major disasters—whether these are natural events such as hurricanes, or the man-made destruction of terrorist attack.  By giving responders and disaster managers a way to analyze each state of a disaster visually and to synthesize complex information sets, GIS permits swifter decision-making and better communication.  Confronting Catastrophe: A GIS Handbook is a hands-on guide for both emergency-operations and GIS managers, as well as for government decision-makers, on ways to best to implement GIS into disaster management.

Geographical Dimensions of Terrorism

Undertaken as part of the National Science Foundation’s call for research associated with the 9/11 terrorist attacks, this volume contains research that addresses the immediate role and utility of geographical information and technologies in emergency management.  It also initiates an on-going process to help develop a focused national research agenda on the geographical dimensions of terrorism.  Areas covered include: geospatial data and technologies infrastructure research, root causes of terrorism, and vulnerability science and hazards research.  

