Emergency Management Student Opinions and Issues Survey

Four students volunteered to conduct a web-based survey on the academic field of emergency management.  A host website for the survey, www.disasterstudent.com allowed student from all over the world to participate in the survey.  The survey was available from mid-April to mid-May, and the website will be updated in August 2004.  There was no funding for this project.

452 surveys were received.  75% of those surveys came from returning students while 25% came from traditional students.  The top five schools in terms of amount of responses were:

      ·        California State University-Long Beach

      81

      ·        University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill

      56

      ·        University of North Texas

      43

      ·        Jacksonville State University

      40

      ·        St. Joseph's University

      28

Out of those responding, 205 were enrolled in a bachelor's program; 150 were enrolled in a master's program; 23 in a doctorate program; 6 in an associate's program; 12 in a general certificate program; 5 in an undergraduate certificate program; and 43 in a graduate certificate program. Of those responding, most of the programs were part of the Public Safety, Planning and Management, Public Health, and Management academic departments. Other departments listed included: Fire Science/Administration; Public Policy/Administration; Engineering; Environmental Studies; and Sociology.

Students were asked what they would change about the courses.  Students could select more than one answer.  Responses in ranking order included:

more case studies; more textbooks related to topic; better reading material; course descriptions that match course content; more knowledgeable professors; more reading material; and less work assigned.

When asked what they would change about the course offerings, students'

top answers were more frequent offerings of core courses (181); followed by the programs to provide a more diverse course selection (177).

Distance learning opportunities (75) and increasing the number of night and weekend courses (69) also were requested.  Students suggested adding classes such as budgeting, grant writing, addition science, geography, GIS, and policy.

In terms of internships opportunities, students would like to see more opportunities made available to them.  Regardless of current employment status, the students provided an overwhelming interest in this section of the survey.  In ranking order, the internships requested were in the Federal government; private industry; State government; local government; and lastly, non profit organizations.

