Ernest Sternberg

Professor 

Department of Urban & Regional Planning

University at Buffalo, The State University of New York

Email: ezs@ap.buffalo.edu 
Having been a faculty member in urban and regional planning at the University at Buffalo since 1989, I began my interest in disaster planning in 1998, when I was invited to participate in a project on earthquake disaster recovery at my university's Multidisciplinary Center for Earthquake Engineering Research.  I then spent a year's sabbatical at the center, broadly investigating planning issues in disaster, with special emphasis on earthquakes.  Though I anticipated that disaster planning would become a small part of my scholarship (my main fields were economic development, physical planning, and planning theory), the events of 9/11 changed my priorities.  I now consider it my main research interest.  I am now teaching an interdisciplinary graduate course called Disaster and Domestic Security and collaborating with members of our engineering school on a number of funding proposals.  Two initial articles (from NSF funded research) on hospital disasters will appear shortly in Prehospital and Disaster Medicine.  Other pieces are in the works on critical facilities in disaster, the theory of disaster planning, and planning under conditions of extreme uncertainty.  
 
