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I think you can make an argument, listening especially to some of the people we have heard the last couple of days, about the regression in some areas of emergency management back to the time of civil defense. This is illustrated by the CERT teams that have their helmets and arm bands and little kits that go around to the neighborhoods. I’m not saying that it is a bad thing but I’m equating it to things we talked about in the 1950’s. You can also talk about massive evacuation plans for nuclear war in the 80’s. During this period we talked about evacuating large communities by zip code. Now look at your own community and think of the outlying zip codes. Those people would go first, then the middle ring of zip codes would go second and finally the third ring of zip codes would evacuate the city. That was never, obviously, a workable plan and a mass evacuation now may or may not be feasible. But with all the grid lock we have currently I can’t imagine a mass evacuation. 

We are seeing the rehash of protocols taken 20, 30 and even 50 years ago to deal with today’s events. So, this is encouraging to me to look at the evolution, and/or revolution of the profession. I think this is a positive approach. 

From the practitioner’s side, I think that we also need to look at evolutionary/revolutionary changes that need to take place in the environmental side of emergency management. Most emergency managers that I have met in my 20 years experience and as past IAEM president are not putting emphasis on environmental issues. For example, what is the environmental, sociological and economic impact on a down stream community by planned releases of water from a dam? Has the dam owner taken into account the ramification of increased runoff from new construction below the dam? We are also not talking about the power generation system in this country, not just the nuclear power plant s but what about the long line power transmissions system that contributed to the black-out of the northeast. We are not talking about neighborhood power generation. We are not talking new ideas. We are rehashing old ideas. 
So it is important for us now, and I can include myself in this category, to think about what we can do to change the philosophy of emergency management and it won’t happen next year or 5 years, but as this generation of students is progressing out of the classroom into the practice. Those individuals should have the ability to think beyond normal emergency management tradition. We see studies of what the emergency management director and staff are now but we need to think about what they will be in the future, so hence today the debate, if you will, between evolution and revolution.
 So we are going to start out first with Dr. Richard Sylves, from University of Delaware speaking on the Revolution of Emergency Management.
