READY CAMPUS:  A MODEL FOR CAMPUS-COMMUNITY COLLABORATION

In l972, in the wake of Hurricane Agnes thousands of people were evacuated from the city of Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania. The ensuing flood devastated the city and the Wyoming Valley region. College Misericordia, high above the flood plain in Dallas, Pennsylvania, became a temporary home for l,000 flood victims. One of its residence halls was transformed into a makeshift hospital where 52 babies were born. 

There are many similar stories of hard work and heroic efforts of faculty, staff, students, and colleges and universities around the Commonwealth and the nation. In times of natural or human-made emergencies, college and university campuses can and have offered shelter, medical assistance, communications support, counseling, and solace to disasters victims.  

“Ready Campus” is designed to provide all colleges and universities a flexible, adaptable planning guide to prepare their own campuses for emergencies and, just as importantly, to become valuable resources to serve the communities which have given so much to them. “Ready Campus” will enhance relationships with community and state emergency management coordinators by using three natural facets of colleges and universities:

1. Campus facilities have unique advantages over public facilities during emergencies. Dining facilities, residence halls, communications services, transportation equipment, large meeting rooms, and recreational facilities are a few examples of the many attributes that can be invaluable to a community in a time of disaster.

2. Faculty and staff, many of whom are experts in the exact areas that are so important during emergencies, can give unselfishly of themselves so that others will survive and recover quickly from disasters. Nurses, biologists, counselors, communications staff and professors, and safety/security officers are examples of members of the campus who can contribute their talents in a crisis event.

3. Students themselves can be excellent volunteers, even more so if their courses of study have included service learning components to help them learn how to best serve others in the local community during emergencies.

The Ready Campus initiative takes the approach that not only can academic institutions better prepare themselves for emergencies, but that they also have the resources to contribute to emergency management in the community.  Ready Campus helps institutions of higher education think collaboratively about emergency management by providing training workshops focussed upon partnership development between colleges/universities and their host communities, disseminating a Ready Campus manual on effective emergency management partnership development, and producing 10 curriculum models for integrating emergency management and service learning into academic courses.

This Ready Campus initiative is the product of a team effort among the Pennsylvania Office of Homeland Security, Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency, Association of Independent Colleges and Universities of Pennsylvania, Pennsylvania Association of Colleges and Universities, Pennsylvania Campus Compact, and the American Red Cross. It is designed to help each college and university in the Commonwealth prepare themselves and their neighboring communities for those events which can shape our lives. Perhaps at no time in this country’s history have we seen a greater need to be prepared to serve others. Fortunately, the faculty, administrators, staff, and students at our colleges and universities are all looking for ways that they can be of assistance in a crisis event. “Ready Campus” addresses both of those needs. 

