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Homeland Security & Defense


Emergency Management Higher Education Conference

Homeland Security & Defense Breakout Session 

June 7, 2005      3:10 – 5:00 pm

Patrick Cote – Moderator

Dr. Todd Stewart from Ohio State University gave a presentation on the National Academic Consortium for Homeland Security.
How does academia fit into the Homeland Defense Team?  Academia is a target.  Ohio State established Homeland Security Program in April 2002.  There are four objectives to the program.

· Increase understanding of national security issues.

· Promote development of better informed public policy, strategies, plans and programs.

· Develop new technologies and transition them into effective solution.

· Prepare people to better understand and deal more effectively with the international and homeland security challenges we face.

Campus-wide Center of Excellence.  The have focus groups for encouraging interdisciplinary research and study.  They created a National Academic Consortium for Homeland Security in March, 2003.  Currently, there are 271 institutions that are consortium members.  They are planning a national conference during the Spring, 2006.  They are developing an online “resource center” and planning a journal.

Dr. Stan Supinksi gave a presentation on the Introduction to U.S. Northern Command.
Their mission is to conduct military operations to:

· Deter, prevent and defeat threats to the U.S.A, its territories and interests with assigned area of responsibility.

· Provide defense support of civil authorities including consequence management operations as directed by the President or Secretary of Defense.

There is a strong inter-agency collaboration with 42 government and non-government agencies.  The U.S. Northern Command does not go into action unless called in by the President or Department of Defense.  Northern Command has responded recently to the following:

· Hurricanes

· Washington D.C sniper incident

· G8 Summit

· Inauguration

· Space Shuttle Columbia

· Multi-Agency Exercises

· Wildfire fighting

Homeland Security/Education Consortium (HSDEC)

 Their mission is to do the following:

· Ensure the DOD (NORAD/Northern) role in, and perspective on, homeland security is adequately and accurately reflected in national education initiatives.

· Engage and facilitate Homeland Security education program development.

· Focus and facilitate research and knowledge development

· Encourage cooperation between consortium member institutions

Website:  http://hsdec.org
The future direction is to do the following:

· Promote Professional Development

· Improve Networking & Communication

· Expand Membership for regional coverage & international participation

· Engage special topics/gather academic resources in an academic task force model
· Develop closer relationships with Department of Homeland Security

Bob Hammonds from Kentucky Community & Technical College gave a presentation  on Prepare America Consortium.

Prepare America Consortium has formed as a 501 c 3 Corporation.  The network is aligned by FEMA regions.  They follow the Arkansas Community College Model for training Wal-Mart, Hunt Transportation and Tyson Food’s personnel in ODP training.  Ninety seven percent of America’s population is within one hour of a community college.

Dr. John Pine from LSU gave a presentation on “Integrating Homeland Security Topics into Established College Courses.”

How do you foster the study of Homeland Security on your campus?  We have a totally changed environment in the world today.

· Geopolitical Revolution has change the world today

· Technology Revolution has change the world today

“Hazards” knows no boundaries, infinite vulnerabilities exist.

New Response includes the following:

· Businesses creating a culture of security

· Operational collaboration:  Network Centric, Matrix, Hybrid

Assumptions:

· Homeland Security involves many complex problems

· Many disciplines contribute to our understanding of this international problem.

· Many faculty are eager and willing to adapt their classes to address terrorism/International conflict and extremist groups

· Some Faculty are unwilling to get involved and many don’t know how they can contribute

Contributing Units – Interdisciplinary studies, political science

There are multiple current offerings that span disciplines.  Graduate Students can get a minor in Disaster Science. Homeland Security is understanding this changing thereat and being aware of the world differences and being prepared to work in such an environment.

Dr. Patrick Newman from the Coast Guard Office of Strategic Analysis gave a presentation on “Charting a Course for Homeland Security Studies.”

Action must be taken now to prevent another attack on our homeland.  We must look at how agencies interact and how academia prepares their students.
Any Homeland Security program must stress flexibility and agility to adjust to changing threats.  Coping with the legacy of 22 organizations and it is a formidable task to bring them together.  They cannot operate on old mandates, but rather all must adapt to new strategies.

Objectives are to:

· Talk about new world order

· Talk about how world has changed

· Talk about what works and what doesn’t

It is important to bring people together for constructive conversation so that they can work together rather than independently.

Questions and Answer Session

There were a number of questions and it went very well.  There was a lot of interest in this topic.  There were a large number of attendees.
Session ended at 5:00 pm

I would like to thank Dr. Mary Lynn Thames for taking notes during the breakout session.  

