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The breakout session began with two presentations.  The first presentation was given by Roger Melchior, Program Director for the Emergency Administration and Fire Science Program at St. Petersburg College, St. Petersburg, Florida.  The focus of his presentation was on how the importance of the core curriculum and competencies, in his program, were view after the devastating hurricanes in 2004.  He emphasized the importance of basic hazard knowledge, planning, and recovery.  One interesting point was his view on education vs. experience.  Mr. Melchior declared that the associate level emergency management graduate should not be measured by the level of degree, but by his or her level of competency.  It is the responsibility of the Community College to not only train the student to appropriate practitioner competency levels, but also provide a sound educational foundation that will attract and retain the emergency management student.


The second presentation was delivered by Battalion Chief Michael Ryan.  Chief Ryan serves with the Department of Fire Rescue Service in Loudoun County, Virginia.  He is a recent emergency management program graduate from Jackson State University.  His presentation focused on core curriculum courses that he believed were important for the associate level program.  This curriculum should include the following:

1. Introduction to Emergency Management 

2. Emergency Management theory and Practice 

3. Risk analysis

4. Social Aspects of Emergency Management

5. Legal Aspects of Emergency Management 

6. Public Speaking 

7. Written Communications

8. Hazard Specific Courses

9. Research Methodologies

10. Organizational Structures  


His presentation was a good lead in for a very productive, and informative, discussion.  After being given a copy of the Associate Level Survey, the attendees were asked if the core competencies and core curriculum should be sequenced.  A healthy discussion ensued.  Many thought that some courses should be made available more often as introductory courses or prerequisites.  A consensus was reached that the sequence of course curriculum was dependent on the level of knowledge that the student brought into the program.  However, it was determined that the time constraint of the breakout session did not allow the group to thoroughly discuss this matte and a complete agreement was not reached on the topic of sequencing courses.  The group did agree to meet later in the evening to continue the discussion and explore the feasibility of forming an organization of Community College Emergency Management Degree Programs.  
