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My name is Danny Peterson from Arizona State University and it was with great pleasure that I accepted this invitation from Wayne to moderate this panel session, but it is even with greater interest that I am here to listen to what is said. I have some great questions in my mind as to where we are at and where we are heading in terms of emergency management and specifically our relationship to Homeland Security and there is probably no better place to get an idea of where we are heading than right here in this auditorium.  Today we have assembled here a collection of the greatest minds in the country in emergency management and Homeland Security. 
I think we are probably undergoing a fairly major paradigm shift. The last one I can think of was the creation of FEMA and the difference between that time and the present time is that back in the 60’s we had plenty of time to sit around and think and plan for the change that occurred. This most recent change was thrust upon us and we had very little time to analyze the data and we pretty much just reacted.  So there’s different ways of looking at what has happened and what the future brings. I am certainly interested in finding out what other people think in terms of where we are heading in this paradigm shift. 

I think it was the words of the great General McArthur – “Whoever said that the pen was mightier than the sword, obviously had never encountered automatic weapons.”

At this time I would like to introduce our first speaker, George Haddow from George Washington University.

