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People, building stock, and infrastructure, in all seven geographic regions in the world (North America, Latin America and Caribbean, Pacific, Asia, Europe, Sub-Sahara Africa, and the Mediterranean)  are living with and exposed to unacceptable risk because of apathy, ignorance, narrow-mindedness, and unwise decisions. 

Educators are one of the four sectors of every community who are in a position to make a difference by providing leadership to develop and/or foster the implementation of Global Blueprints for Change, described below.  They can form a strategic alliance by joining together with  citizens, stakeholders, and policymakers in this ongoing activity. However, each sector needs to realize that special information and strategies are needed for each sector, and that every disaster is a learning experience for every professional.  Higher education provides a “bully pulpit,” but it is long process that must be nurtured and sustained in order for it to be successful. The barriers include the fact that some people are unwilling to work strategically, indicating with their actions  that “if it wasn’t invented here, it wasn’t invented at all;”  Even worse because it reflects upon flaws in higher education, according to a past scientific advisor to the President, half the people in the United States are not capable of making a scientific judgment about risk. 

The Global Alliance for Disaster Reduction (GADR) is a “global resource for increasing technical and professional capacity for the war against ignorance, apathy, narrow-mindedness, and unwise decisions that make communities of the world vulnerable to natural and technological hazards.” The ultimate goal of the GADR is the reduction of global disasters, and its objectives are:

· Higher education

· Technical assistance

· Community sustainability

· Best practices

· Learning from disasters

· Increase public awareness

To accelerate progress toward these  objectives, GADR’s members have begun developing “Global Blueprints for Change” along the four themes noted below.  : 

A. Living with (insert the name of the potential disaster agent)

B. Building to withstand (insert the name of the potential disaster agent)

C. Learning from (insert the name of the disaster)

D. Implementation of measures to reduce the impacts of (insert the name of the potential disaster agent)

All Blueprints, which are works in progress, can be found on GADR’s web site http://www.gadr.giees.uncc.edu
The goal of the GADR in higher education is to provide a basis for merging the elements of a scientific solution in any community for disaster reduction with the elements of a political solution for disaster reduction, thereby, forcing both to adopt a common agenda.  It has been found that, to be relevant the common agenda must be comprised of social, technical, administrative, political, legal, economic, educational, and demonstration elements (STAPLEED) that encompass the needs and resources of the community.   

