The Second Assessment Books, Dr. Michael Lindell, Texas A&M University

Several books were developed as a result of the second assessment of research of natural hazards. The objectives of the second assessment were to:

· Review the research conducted over the previous 20 years

· Summarize important research in the physical sciences, engineering, social sciences, and planning fields, and to summarize those findings

· Identify research priorities for funding by the National Science Foundation and other agencies

The activities of the second assessment began in 1992, and the committees actively became working groups in 1994. These 10 committees focused on issues such as land use, emergency preparedness and response, and Geographical Information Systems. Each committee provided a report, and four of them provided book-length manuscripts. Some were lengthy review articles and others were shorter reports that appeared in various other venues. Dennis Mileti then combined all the committee reports into an overall report for the entire assessment.

The following books were created from the second assessment of research:

· Mileti, Dennis S. 1999. Disasters By Design. A Reassessment of Natural Hazards in the United States. Washington, DC: Joseph Henry Press.

Available at http://books.nap.edu/books/0309063604/html/index.html
· Burby, Raymond. 1998. Cooperating with Nature: Confronting Natural Hazards with Land-Use Planning for Sustainable Communities. Washington, DC: Joseph Henry Press.

Available at http://www.nap.edu/books/0309063620/html/index.html
--This book provides a broad definition of land use including zoning, subdivision regulations, and building construction practices. It contains contributions from a number of leading researchers in the area of land-use planning.

· Kunreuther, Howard and Richard J. Roth, Sr. 1998. Paying the Price: The Status and Role of Insurance Against Natural Disasters in the United States. Washington, DC: Joseph Henry Press.

Available at http://www.nap.edu/books/0309074436/html.

--This book has a variety of contributors from academia, the insurance industry, and consulting firms that deal with hazard analysis.

· Tierney, Kathleen J., Michael K. Lindell and Ronald W. Perry. 2001. Facing the Unexpected: Disaster Preparedness and Response in the United States. Washington, DC: Joseph Henry Press.

Available at http://books.nap.edu/books/0309069998/html/R1.html
--This book covers the issues of disaster preparedness and response as well as the early phases of disaster recovery.

· Cutter, Susan L. 2001. American Hazardscapes: The Regionalization of Hazards and Disasters. Washington, DC: Joseph Henry Press.

Available at http://www.nap.edu/books/0309074436/html.

--This book deals with the hazard and vulnerability analysis with a particular emphasis on the use of Geographical Information Systems.

All of the books are available for downloading at no cost to students. Dr. Lindell uses all of these books in an introductory graduate seminar on hazards and disasters, but he supplements them with material from several other books and readings. He presented a sample schedule to demonstrate how he uses the books in a graduate seminar. Using the books provides a good set of readings because it attracts a very diverse group of graduate students.

