FEMA Emergency Management HiEd Project Update, Dr. B. Wayne Blanchard

Dr. B. Wayne Blanchard provided the conference attendees with an update on the Higher Education Project. To date, there are 111 participants, the largest amount ever for Emergency Management and Homeland Security. Represented at the conference were 79 colleges and universities; 7 college systems, associations, or centers; and 3 partners (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, National Science Foundation, and the Public Entity Risk Institute). Forty States, three countries (United States, Turkey, and Canada), and the District of Columbia were represented in the Higher Education Project.

There has been a steady growth of the project since it began in 1995, when there were just 5 academic programs. In 2001, there were 72 Emergency Management Programs in colleges and universities throughout the Nation. In 2002, there were 78, and in 2003, there are currently 96. Of these 96 programs, 7 are doctoral-level programs; 23 are master’s level; 9 are bachelor programs; 15 are associate programs; and 42 are certificate programs or minors. Since the last Higher Education Conference, 20 new programs have emerged and 2 have folded (these were Emergency Management Certificate programs). There has been a net increase of 18 new programs, which averages 1.5 programs per month, with many more scheduled for implementation this fall.

There are currently 100 programs under development. Of these, 32 are associate level; 39 are bachelor level; 27 are graduate level; and 1 is unsure. There are only four States that do not have, or are not currently investigating, an Emergency Management program at the college or university level: Maine, Vermont, Nebraska, and Montana.

There are 15 programs in the area of Homeland Security. Of these, four are graduate level; two are bachelor level, two are associate level; and seven are Continuing Education Unit (CEU) level. There are 10 Homeland Security programs under development: 7 are at the graduate level; 1 at the bachelor level; and 2 at the CEU level.

There are eight colleges and universities that have programs in the area of International Disaster Management and Humanitarian Assistance.

In Summary

Programs in Place

· 96 Emergency Management programs

· 15 Homeland Security/Terrorism programs

· 8 International Disaster Management programs

Programs under Development

· 100 Emergency Management programs

· 10 Homeland Security programs

Emergency Management programs are continuing to grow in size as well as in numbers. Dr. Dianna Bryant of Central Missouri State University stated that, “the Crisis and Disaster Management Program has steadily grown—to the point that it is now the second largest in the home department.” Bill Waugh of Georgia State University agrees, stating that, “The MPA EM Concentration program was overwhelmed this year—had to turn students away—more in queue for next semester.”

Course Development Projects

· There have been 12 Upper Division courses completed to date. The latest course was Building Disaster-Resilient Communities, and the next course to be completed is entitled Social Vulnerability Approach to Disaster.

· There are three courses planned for FY 2003, and two to three are planned for

FY 2004.

· Projects currently underway:

--Coastal Hazards Management (Graduate level)

--Disaster Operations and Management

--Earthquake Hazard Management

--Hazards Risk Management

--New Directions in Hazard Mitigation (Graduate level)

--Social Dimensions of Disaster, 2nd Edition

--Sustainable Disaster Recovery

--Introduction to Emergency Management (textbook)

· Pending contracts for FY 2003:

--Hazards Mapping and Modeling

--Homeland Security and Terrorism

--Introduction to Floodplain Management (Graduate level)

· Course development options for FY 2004:

--Hazards Risk Communication

--Legal and Ethical Issues in Emergency Management

--Mitigation Loss Reduction Methods of Analysis

--Mitigation Planning

--Natural Hazards Engineering for Non-Engineers

--Politics of Disaster

· Partnerships with FEMA Higher Education Project:

--North Carolina Division of Emergency Management

--Coastal Services Center/National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 

(CSC/NOAA)

--Public Entity Risk Institute (PERI)

--National Science Foundation (NSF)

--Association of Floodplain Managers

--Colleges and universities/interns

The next Higher Education Conference will be held June 9–10, 2004, in Emmitsburg, Maryland.

