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Dave Neal probably has more direct experience with disaster higher education than any other person in the United States. He taught his first college level course on disasters in 1979. In 1989, he joined the first bachelor’s degree program in the nation at the University of North Texas (UNT), becoming the first Ph.D. to hold a faculty position in any emergency management program. He served as the director of the program between 1996-1998. In 2001, he joined the faculty at Jacksonville State University (JSU) and served as the associate director for the Institute for Emergency Preparedness. He assisted in developing JSU’s MPA emergency management concentration, their bachelor’s degree in emergency management, and their new master’s degree in emergency management. In addition, he helped to develop the delivery of their courses through distance learning. Recently, he accepted a position with Oklahoma State’s Fire and Emergency Management Program. In addition to his numerous research publications on disasters, he has published three key papers on disaster management education over the last decade in the International Journal of Mass Emergencies and Disasters. He has been a consultant for other universities on initiating disaster degree programs, and has also given a number of national and international talks on the topic of disaster education. He received his Ph.D. from The Ohio State University in 1985 in sociology and while there worked as a research assistant with the Disaster Research Center. 

