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Carol Cwiak is a doctoral student at North Dakota State University (NDSU). A completely student-funded study was conducted by graduate students in the EM program at NDSU.  The project was benefited by the fact that the students possessed a variety of applied experience. The study was designed to be exploratory.  The final data will be available on the Higher Education Website.
 

Using a survey, a variety of demographic and attitudinal information has been collected from emergency management professionals including: age; gender; ethnicity; state of employment; salary; budget; population served; years in the field; years in current position; number of hours worked per week; prior career experience; number of training courses taken in the past 2 years; number of exercises participated in over the past 2 years; mitigation activities initiated; and attitudes about a number of issues. 
 

In the first wave, 81 surveys were collected from members attending the  International Association of Emergency Managers (IAEM) November conference.  In the second wave,  surveys were collected from both the county and state levels of the State of North Dakota. Each group has been analyzed separately and then together.
 

In regard to the IAEM findings, 72% of those who responded felt that college helped them to advance in their fields. 63% feel that they don't get enough training and 76% were white males. Those interested in continuing education are consistently distributed across all age groups.
 

According to the survey, the target audience for EM programs is:
· All ages
· Both genders
· Those enrolled in college-level training
· Those interested in further training
 

In addition, it was noted that there was a tremendous interest by those at the IAEM conference in distance learning opportunities.
