Craig Marks, CEM®, has worked for the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill since 2001 and has been director of the Community Preparedness and Disaster Management program within the School of Public Health since January 2004.  Craig retired from the military in 2001 after serving 14 years in the US Marine Corps and 16 years as an Army Green Beret.  His last assignment in the Army was as the U.S. Army representative to FEMA’s Caribbean Division in San Juan, PR.  He has a BS from The University of New York and a Masters in Fire and Emergency Management Administration from Oklahoma State.  His interests include inter-operability and the dynamics of how the various “kingdoms” of the emergency services can better operate together in a post 9-11 world.  He has 20+ years in law enforcement, in the fire service and with VOADs such as the American Red Cross and others.  At UNC, they have a highly successful Master’s level certificate in Disaster Management with a BSDM, MSDM and DrPH-DM under development.  UNC also has incorporated the IAEM CEM® credential into their program.

I would like to collect, prior to the conference, the competency listings of various schools for a research project dealing with accreditation and determining similarities and stark differences in emergency/disaster management programs at the BS, MS and doctoral level.

I am exploring, in concert with Kay Goss, CEM®, an initiative by the IAEM to create an accreditation process for Emergency Management programs, as the next step in the evolution and professionalization of the emergency management field.
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