May 3-7, 2004 FEMA Emergency Management Hi Ed Project Activity Report

1)  Coastal Hazards Management -- Graduate Level Course Development Project:
May 4, 2004 -- Received for review Session 5, "Coral Reefs" from Professor John J. Bruno, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

(2)  Emergency Management Higher Education Conference, June 8-10, 2004, Emmitsburg Maryland:

May 4-7, 2004 -- Continued making modifications to the draft agenda, such as adding panelists, and forwarded most recent copy to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the EM HiEd Project website to replace the draft in the Conference box.  

Talked with Dennis Hickethier in the Distance Learning Branch about the possibility of video-taping short interviews with some of the conference participants -- idea is to come up with a CD ROM of short segments which could be used in college courses -- on subjects such as where the interviewee thinks emergency management is going.  Will continue that conversation next week.  In the meantime, we would be interested in identifying a conference participant whom we could work with to come up with a plan and product -- using a small Micro-Purchase Work Order.  If interested, give me a call or email.

May 5, 2004 -- Received 13-page paper on "Theories Relevant to Emergency Management Versus A Theory Of Emergency Management," from Dr. Thomas Drabek, John Evans Professor, Emeritus, University of Denver, which will be used as the basis of his panel presentation during the "Emergency Management Theory" breakout session at the conference.  Forwarded the paper to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the EM Conference Box at the top of the EM HiEd Project web-site, where it should be accessible shortly.

May 7, 2004 -- Admissions Office notes that 157 applications have been accepted, with several in process.

(3)  Floodplain Management -- Graduate-Level Course Development Project:
May 4, 2004 -- Received from the lead course developer, Robert Freitag, University of Washington, a CD ROM containing drafts of the course syllabus and sessions 1, 2, 8, 9, 15, 16, 22, 28, 29, and 30.  Sent CD Rom to Admin Support to run off paper copies for my review.

(4)  Hazards Risk Management Case Studies Book Development Project:  

May 6, 2004 -- Signed off on the last piece of paper (I think) on the transfer of matching funds from the Corps of Engineers (thanks again Ed Hecker) to enable us to move the contract paperwork over to the Procurement Office so that they can solicit proposals to put this proposed book into contract development -- meant to support the recently completed Hazards Risk Management upper division EM HiEd Project college course, developed by Greg Shaw and others at George Washington University.

May 7, 2004 -- Was told that a decision has been made to withdraw the FEMA half of the funding for this project due to budget shortfalls in the United States Fire Administration.  Am looking into the possibility of reprogramming funds from EM HiEd Conference Support and Micro-Purchase accounts so that we can keep this project alive.

(5)  Legal Basis for and Legal and Ethical Issues In Emergency Management -- Proposed Course Development Project:
May 7, 2004 -- Was informed that this procurement has been pulled back from the Procurement Office and that it will not be funded this fiscal year -- in order to contribute to the budget shortfall that the United States Fire Administration (EMI parent organization) is experiencing this fiscal year.  Given the earlier 25% EM HiEd Project budget cut (to contribute to the FEMA tax to DHS), there will be no EM HiEd course development projects this fiscal year. 

(6)  Metropolitan College of New York:
May 5, 2004 -- Received news from Dr. Mick Maurer, School for Public Affairs and Administration, that the first classes in the new Masters of Public Administration Degree in Emergency and Disaster Management began on May 4.  This development was the subject of a Wall Street Journal article on May 4 by Kemba Dunham entitled "Some Colleges Are Developing Disaster-Management Programs."  This Metropolitan College program is the 112th Emergency Management college program in the US (the 7th thus far in 2004) -- and the 28th at the Masters level.  For additional information on the program, including contact information for Dr. Maurer, please consult the program description in The College List on the EM HiEd Project website.  Should take a few days to modify and move the previous description -- found in the Programs Under Development section -- over to the Masters section.

In addition, Dr. Maurer notes that an opening ceremony and press conference on this new development has been scheduled for June 4th from 4:00 - 6:00 at Metropolitan -- the Governor of New York and the NYC Mayor have been invited as well as local, state and federal emergency management representatives.

(7)  National Defense University:
May 5, 2004 -- Was forwarded a copy of CQ Homeland Security article, dated April 30, entitled "Defense University Creates Homeland Security Institute," by Justin Rood of the CQ staff.  Notes that...

"The National Defense University has recruited a diverse group of academics and programs to create a new Institute for Homeland Security Studies, according to a news release from the school.  The program will offer short-term 'cram courses' on homeland-related topics to senior executives at the Department of Homeland Security, the Defense Department and other government agencies, said its director, Lt. Gen. Michael M. Dunn....Dunn said NDU officials hope eventually to offer an accredited degree in homeland security studies."

(8)  NFPA 1600 Standard on Disaster/Emergency Management and Business Continuity Programs:
May 5, 2004 -- Saw April 30, 2004 dated article "NFPA standard recommended to 9-11 Commission for use as the national preparedness standard," in the May 4, 2004 NFPA Online.  The article notes that the "American National Standards Institute (ANSI) yesterday recommended to the 9-11 Commission that a National Fire Protection Association standard, NFPA 1600...be recognized as the national preparedness standard."  The article also notes that this standard is now accessible free of charge (one used to have to pay for copies) by going to:  http://www.nfpa.org/PDF/nfpa1600.pdf?src=nfpa  The article itself can be accessed at:  http://www.nfpa.org/PressRoom/NewsReleases/NFPA1600/nfpa1600.asp?cookie_test=1
Lloyd Bokman of the Ohio Emergency Management Agency is scheduled to give a brief presentation on this standard at the June 8-10, 2004 EM HiEd Conference.

(9)  "Teaching Introduction to Disaster Management:  A Comparison of Classroom and Virtual Environments":
May 5, 2004 -- Read article "Teaching Introduction to Disaster Management:  A Comparison of Classroom and Virtual Environments," by Dr. David M. Neal, in International Journal of Mass Emergencies and Disasters, Vol. 22, No. 1, March 2004, pp. 103-116, and recommend it to all who teach emergency and disaster management type courses -- particularly those contemplating teaching via distance learning for the first time.  Seeking permission to upload to the EM HiEd website.

(10)  University of North Carolina at Pembroke:

May 6, 2004 -- Receive news from Dr. Robert Schneider, Chair, Department of Political Science and Public Administration, noting that the proposed Masters in Public Administration Concentration in Emergency Management has been officially approved and will begin classes in January 2005 -- on-campus and distance learning.  For more information please refer to the description of this initiative in "The College List," "Programs Being Proposed/Investigated," on the EM HiEd website.

