2-6 June 2003 FEMA EMI Hi Ed Project Activity Report

1)  Australian Publication:  Planning Safer Communities--Land Use Planning for Natural Hazards:

June 2, 2003 -- Downloaded today this excellent, I think, document from Emergency Management Australia.  From the Introduction (p. ix):

The aim of emergency management is safer, sustainable communities in the face of hazards.  Emergency management therefore needs to be regarded as an integral part of community decision making.  One method of achieving this involves application of emergency risk management.  This manual considers application of the emergency risk management process to the land use planning process as it applies to natural hazards.  It attempts to develop a nexus between community safety, natural hazards, risk reduction and land use planning"  

This document is just one of many relevant documents available for download from Emergency Management Australia.  Go to:  http://www.ema.gov.au/ema/emaInternet.nsf/Alldocs/926D4F80794A2824CA256D3A001A31F5?OpenDocument&highlight=Planning%20Safer%20Communities, or www.ema.gov.au for short.  

(2)  Camden County College, Blackwood, NJ:  

June 5, 2003 -- While at the EM HiEd Conference, William Scheufele, Fire Science Program Director, reported that the Camden County College Board of Directors had, that day, approved the proposal to develop an Emergency Management and Disaster Planning Certificate Program -- aimed at emergency services personnel (fire, police and paramedics).  The purpose of this program is "to meet the emerging needs of first responders and other professionals involved in providing aid in time of disaster or emergency."  This will be a basic certificate which will be developed into a professional certificate with the final leading to an Associate in Science Degree.  The basic certificate will be 20 credits.  Mr. Scheufele noted that he hopes that the certificate can be introduced this coming Fall Semester, but this depends on his ability to line up instructors and students.  For more information, William Scheufele can be reached at:  wscheufele@camdencc.edu.

(3)  Contemporary Disaster Review:
June 2, 2003 -- Learned through "Unscheduled Events," International Research Committee on Disasters, International Sociological Association, of a new online international journal -- and its free!  The first issue of Contemporary Disaster Review is now available. It is hosted by the Department of Sociology/Anthropology at Millersville University, PA.  "It is a peer reviewed scholarly journal that is freely available to researchers, practitioners, media personnel, as well as the general public.  In the first issue, the CDR Editor, Henry W Fischer of Millersville University writes:

This online journal was created with the goal of reviewing various disaster related materials available in traditional print, video, and audio format as well as those only available through the Internet.  It is our goal to review books, websites, video materials, CD materials, (online) distance education course materials, and so forth, by applying our expertise as disaster researchers.  We will note advantages and disadvantages of the materials we review for the purpose of letting our readers know what might be more versus less useful as they prepare to do their own research, prepare to teach a class or train a group, write a newspaper article, or prepare for a news broadcast, among other possibilities."

To access this first issue go to:  http://muweb.millersville.edu/~cdr/cdrissue1.1.pdf

(4)  Emergency Management Higher Education Conference, June 4-5, 2003, Emmitsburg, MD:
June 4-5, 2003 -- By all accounts the conference met the needs of most who attended -- did not hear otherwise from anyone.  There were 111 registered participants present.  Though the meeting room was full to capacity, this did not seem to be a major problem.  The roster of participants will soon go up on the EM HiEd Project website, along with the final agenda.  For those speakers who used PowerPoint slides, these will be accessible on the agenda by clicking on the name of the person or the title of the presentation -- whichever is highlighted in blue letters -- within the next couple of weeks I trust.  I suspect that there may well be readers who would like a more expansive recap of the just completed conference, but to be frank I just do not have the energy or the time today to provide that.  Perhaps more next week.

(5)  Middle East Technical University, Ankara, Turkey:
June 3, 2003 -- Talked with Dr. Ahmet Yakut, who was in early for the June 4-5 EM HiEd Conference.  Told me that a proposal is being put together to create a new Earthquake Research Institute which would have folded into it the existing METU Disaster Management Implementation and Research Center.  Part of this proposal is the additional creation of a graduate degree in Disaster Management to be awarded by the ERI.  Would market to undergrad METU students majoring in such disciplines as psychology, city planning, civil engineering, earth sciences, political science and economics.  All courses taught at METU are in English, thus the new degree, if approved would be taught in English as well.  Anticipate starting with class-room based courses and then introducing distance-learning versions.  The proposal will go to the METU Senate for approval and then, if approved, to the Turkish Parliament for approval.  It is hoped that this will take place within the next 12 months.  The website address for the existing Disaster Management Center is:  http://www.metu.edu.tr.  For additional information Dr. Yakut can be reached at:  ayakut@metu.edu.tr.

(6)  Millersville University, PA:
June 6, 2003 -- Communicated with Dr. Henry Fischer, III, Department of Sociology/Anthropology, on the idea of arranging a "standing" internship with the EMI HiEd Project for students enrolled in Dr. Fischer's "Environmental Hazards and Emergency Management" minor at Millersville.

(7)  Park University, Kansas City, MO:
June 6, 2003 -- Learned from Associate Dean of the Hauptmann School of Public Affairs, and Professor of Criminal Justice, Greg Plumb, that Park University has scheduled for the Fall Semester of 2003 a new on-line course -- PA 503, Emerging Issues in Public Affairs, Principles of Disaster and Emergency Management, to be taught by Jeffrey Hartle.  This initiative is for the purpose of testing the water to determine the viability of the creation of a Disaster and Emergency Management option area for the existing Master of Public Affairs Degree.  For additional information, Dean Plumb can be reached at:  greg.plumb@park.edu.

