November 29, December 3, 2004 FEMA EM Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  Coastal Hazards Management -- Graduate-Level Course Development Project:
December 3, 2004 -- Received for review draft Sessions 41-43, Hazard Mitigation Planning V-VII, by Anna K. Schwab, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

(2)  Justice Institute of British Columbia, Canada:
November 30, 2004 -- Met with Pat Ross, Vice President for Education and Institute Services, and Murray Day, Director of the Emergency Management Division -- drove up from meetings in Washington, DC to discuss their investigation into the development of an emergency management bachelor degree level program -- in addition to their existing training-oriented Emergency Management Certificate Program (described within The College List on the Project web-site..  Briefed on the FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project and provided CD ROMs of training and educational courses.  For additional information, Murray Day can be reached at:  msday@jibc.bc.ca, and Pat Ross can be reached at:  pross@jibc.bc.ca, or go to http://jibc.bc.ca.

(3)  Monroe Community College, NY -- Investigating Development of Emergency Management Associate Degree and Certificate:
December 1, 2004 -- Received email from Professor James E. Maley, Jr., Department of Law and Criminal Justice at Monroe Community College, asking for information relating to job positions and numbers to assist in the development of a proposal to develop an Emergency Management Associate Degree and Certificate.  Called Professor Maley and recommended going to the IAEM web-site and looking at the titles of positions found under the Resources/Career Center/Job Bulletin Board.  Also recommended looking through the Proposals Compendium on the Project web-site and surveying a selection of collegiate program representatives found in The College List.  Professor Maley noted that several emergency management related courses are already taught at Monroe Community College -- such as Incident Command courses.  MCC intends to start their program, if approved, with courses that New York State Government has already approved for delivery by Onondaga Community College -- would like to begin the new program in September 2005.  For additional information, James Maley can be reached at:  jmaley@monroecc.edu

(4)  Multihazard Building Design Courses -- CD ROMS Available From EMI:

Now available on CD from the Emergency Management Institute and the Federal Emergency Management Agency are the Multihazard Building Design courses.  These courses were designed by the National Institute of Building Sciences (http://www.nibs.org/) for EMI/FEMA for college level instructors of structural and civil engineering, as well as for architectural engineers.  They provide the latest technical design information to mitigate or hazards.  The hazards addressed on the CD are earthquakes, flood and wind.   Instructors are asked to review this material and consider incorporating this information into their courses.

These courses were designed and taught by respected people in their fields. They include Dr’s. Kishor Meta and Jim McDonald of Texas Tech as well as Dr. Finley Charney of Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University.  The CD-ROMs includes Advanced Topics in Earthquake Design, Wind Design and Flood Design with both written material as well as the power point presentations.  The earthquake course includes Dr. Charney’s “Non-Lin” software for design of non-linear buildings.  

Please note that these courses are supported by other documents, including the FEMA National Earthquake Hazard Reduction Program ‘yellow books’ as well as the American Society of Civil Engineers ASCE -07 document.  The FEMA publications are free of charge, but others publication such as ASCE-07 must be purchased from other sources.

These CD’s are free upon request and are public domain materials, thus the user is free to use the materials in courses and other venues.   We do request that the Department of Homeland Security – FEMA receive proper recognition.  

To order the CDs, please contact Mr. Joseph K. Bills at 301-447-1356 or joseph.bills@dhs.gov
(5)  Reasons They Haven't Hit Us Again -- Answering The Big Question:
December 1, 2004 -- Ran across article on the war on terrorism in the IAEM discussion list, which might be of interest -- from NewYorkMetro.com:  http://www.newyorkmetro.com/nymetro/news/features/10560/index.html
(6)  University of Cincinnati -- Investigating Emergency Management and Homeland Security Graduate Certificate Program:
December 1, 2004 -- Based on a lead provided by Dr. William Waugh, Jr., Georgia State University (thank you, Bill), contacted Dr. James Stever, Professor in the Department of Political Science at the University of Cincinnati, and learned that he is investigating the development of a graduate level Emergency Management and Homeland Security Program at the University of Cincinnati.  Discussed the annual EM HiEd Conferences, FEMA EM HiEd Project and how material on the Project website might be of assistance.

(7)  Virginia Commonwealth University -- Proposed Bachelor of Arts in Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness:
December 3, 2004 -- Talked with Dr. Bill Newmann, Director of Undergraduate Programs, School of Government and Public Affairs, about a "write-up" prepared for The College List on the Project website for a proposed Bachelor of Arts in Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness at VCU -- out of the Douglas Wilder School of Government and Public Affairs.  According to the College List write-up:

The program is designed for undergraduate students interested in a career in homeland security and emergency preparedness.  Students will learn both theoretical and practical knowledge and skills that will prepare them for the following: 1) further study in international affairs, government, law enforcement, policy planning, or law; and/or 2) private or public sector employment in the expanding area of homeland security as it relates specifically to international and domestic security as well as emergency preparedness for both security and non-security incidents (for example, natural disasters).

Dr. Newmann notes that it is anticipated that the proposal to implement this program will have cleared the approval process by the end of March 2005, clearing the way for Fall Semester, 2005 implementation.  Forwarded "write-up" to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the "Programs Being Investigated/Developed" section of the College List, where it should be accessible shortly.  In the meantime, for information, Dr. Newmann can be reached at:  wnewmann@vcu.edu.
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