Sept. 22-26, 2003 FEMA EM Hi ED Project Activity Report

(1)  Hazards Mapping and Modeling -- Contract to Develop Upper Division College Course:

September 23-25, 2003 -- Received from the Procurement Office a package of proposals/bids to develop an upper division college course on hazards mapping and modeling -- pursuant to our request for proposals.  Reviewed proposals and made a recommendation for award to the Procurement Office.  Received unofficial word back that an award would be made prior to the end of the fiscal year on September 30th.

(2)  Hazards Risk Management -- Upper Division Course Development Project:
September 22, 2003 -- Received for review from lead course developer, Greg Shaw, George Washington University, Session 29, "Consider the Assessment Criteria for Risk Management Options."

September 24, 2003 -- Received for review from Greg Shaw, Session 21, "Evaluate Risks:  Determine Which Risks Are Acceptable," and Session 23, "Communicate and Consult:  Public Input in the Communication Process."

(3)  Louisiana State University/University of New Orleans Collaboration:

September 22, 2003 -- Dr. John Pine, Director of the Disaster Science and Management Program at LSU, informs me that he has arranged with personnel at the University of New Orleans to teach his course on Environmental Hazard Analysis to a joint LSU/UNO class next Winter/Spring 2004 Semester -- via a distance learning format.  Dr. Pine hopes that in the future additional disaster science and management courses will be taught via a similar arrangement -- perhaps leading to a formal joint program.  For additional information, Dr. Pine can be reached at:  jpine@lsu.edu.

(4)  New Directions in Hazards Mitigation--Breaking The Disaster Life Cycle -- Graduate Course Development Project:
September 26, 2003 -- Reviewed Session 14, "Ethics and Hazard Mitigation; Applying Ethical Criteria," and proved review comments to lead course developer, Dr. David Godschalk, University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill.  From the Scope statement:

"The first part of the session is a lecture on the issues and context of ethical hazard mitigation planning and action.  The instructor identifies the groups with ethical responsibilities, and discusses with the class the values, principles, and conflicts that arise during the planning and implementation of natural hazard mitigation.  The second part of the session is an exercise in which teams of students collaborate in developing a proposed ethical code of conduct for a local hazard mitigation program.  The code is to recommend general community-wide ethical principles and targeted ethical guidelines for each type of stakeholder group involved in mitigation."

This session was forwarded to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the EM HiEd Project website -- "Academic Emergency Management and Related Courses" section -- "Courses Under Development" subsection.

(5)  Social Dimensions of Disaster, 2nd Edition -- Upper Division Course Revision Project:
September 26, 2003 -- Reviewed Session 19, "Emergency Social Groups in Disaster," and provided review comments to course developer, Dr. Thomas Drabek, University of Denver.  From the Scope statement:

"This session delineates the types of emergency social groups documented within post-disaster environments and provides two case illustrations.  Principles and concepts from Emergency Norm Theory (ENT) provide an interpretive framework."

Forwarded this session to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the EM HiEd Project website -- "Academic Emergency Management and Related Courses" section -- "Courses Under Development" subsection.

(6)  Sonoma State University, CA -- Investigation of Leadership in Emergency and Disaster Mgmt. Professional Certificate:
September 22, 2003 -- Received communication from Dr. Craig Zachlod, Director, Leadership Program in Emergency and Disaster Management at SSU, noting that on September 11th, about 50 stakeholders attended the first meeting and workshop on the development of the Emergency and Disaster Management Leadership Professional Certificate at SSU.  In attendance were personnel from emergency management, first responder organizations, education and community services.  According to Dr. Zachlod, "the goals of the meeting were to inventory community assets, assess needs and improve communication among stakeholder groups in the northern California region."  He notes that this group will meet again in November and that an advisory group is currently being formed.  For additional information, Dr. Zachlod can be reached at:  czachlod@pacbell.net.

