January 18-21, 2005 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  ALCORN STATE UNIVERSITY (MISSISSIPPI) -- DEVELOPING HOMELAND SECURITY PROGRAM:

January 21, 2005 -- Received note from Dr. Bruce McGowan, Assistant Dean, School of Agriculture and Applied Sciences at Alcorn State, indicating that the school is developing a distance-learning based Homeland Security program at the Master's level and offered out of the Department of Agriculture.  Proposed courses include:

AgroTerrorism

Homeland Security Seminar

Agricultural and Environmental Law

Counterterrorism Tactics

Emergency Operations Management

Environmental Chemistry, or Contaminant Hydrology Radiation Biology Biodefense Weapons of Mass Destruction Food Safety and Security Livestock Diseases & Sanitation Service Learning/Internship in Homeland Security

Dr. McGowan asked about being listed in The College List on the Project website.  The Project Assistant is seeking additional information for that purpose.  In the meantime, for additional information, Dr. McGowan can be reached at:  (601) 877-6137.

(2)  COASTAL HAZARDS MANAGEMENT -- GRADUATE-LEVEL COURSE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

January 19, 2005 -- Received for review from lead course developer, Professor David Brower, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 2nd draft of Session 36, "Local Policy II," by Anna K. Schwab, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

January 21, 2005 -- Received for review a 2nd draft of Session 35, "Local Policy I," by Anna K. Schwab, and Session 20, "Ethical Dimensions of Coastal Hazards Management," by Dr. Timothy Beatley, University of Virginia.

 (3)  DISASTER FILMS, VIDEOS, AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT -- COURSE TREATMENT MICRO:

January 18-21 -- Began communicating with an emergency management academic on a micro purchase work order to produce a college "course treatment" on a Disaster Films course -- and putting together paperwork to make the project happen.  Part of the game plan would be for this topic to be presented on at the June 7-9 EM HiEd Conference, in conjunction with an update briefing on the Disaster Films and Videos Annotation and DVD Clip Project (Richard Weber, University of North Texas).

(4)  DISASTER RESPONSE OPERATIONS AND MANAGEMENT -- UPPER DIVISION COURSE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

January 18, 2005 -- Received for review from course developer, Dr. David McEntire, University of North Texas, Session 27. "Responding to Acts of Terrorism."

(5)  DISCIPLINES, DISASTERS AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT -- BOOK DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

January 19, 2005 -- Received for review from lead book developer, Dr. David McEntire, University of North Texas, draft chapter on "Gerontology and Emergency Management:  Discovering Pertinent Themes and Functional Elements Within the Two Disciplines," by Kathy Dreyer, Texas Institute for Research and Education on Aging, Center for Public Service, University of North Texas.

(6)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE, JUNE 7-9, 2005 -- VOLUNTEERS SOUGHT:

January 21, 2005 -- As planning is getting underway on the next EM HiEd Conference, would be interested in finding several volunteers to help design and develop aspects of, or tracks, at the conference -- such as (1) a Homeland Security Track, (2) an International Disaster Management Track, and (3) a Community College Track.

January 18-21 -- Communicated with a number of people on various topics to be covered or presentations to be made at the conference -- on such subjects as distance learning techniques and methodologies; the future of emergency management and homeland security; bridging the gap between hazard/disaster researchers and practitioners; state-level emergency management initiatives; the emergency management body of knowledge project; revolution or evolution needed in U.S. emergency management; and the subject of the priority of "all hazards" versus "terrorism-first" in the development and maintenance of collegiate programs (and by way of implication, local government programs).  Hope to have the time next week to get a working draft Potential Conference Topics document sufficiently in shape to be able to provide to the EMI Webmaster for posting on the Project website.

(7)  IMPACTS OF A WARMING ARTIC:  ARTIC CLIMATE IMPACT ASSESSMENT -- FREE REPORT AVAILABLE:

January 21, 2005 -- Another item from the January 2005 edition of the "Natural Hazards Observer," Natural Hazards Research and Applications Information Center, University of Colorado at Boulder.  Though published by Cambridge University Press, this report is freely accessible at:  http://www.acia.uaf.edu  According to the report's Executive Summary:

"Earth's climate is changing, with the global temperature now rising at a rate unprecedented in the experience of modern human society....These climate changes are being experienced particularly intensely in the Arctic.  Artic average temperature has risen at almost twice the rate as the rest of the world in the past few decades....An acceleration of these climate trends is projected to occur during this century....Changes in arctic climate will also affect the rest of the world through increased global warming and rising sea levels."

(8)  INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON ENERGY, ENVIRONMENT AND DISASTERS (INCEED), CHARLOTTE, NC, JULY 24-30, 2005:

January 19, 2005 -- Received from Dr. Hilary I. Inyang, University of North Carolina at Charlotte, and Chair of the upcoming INCEED Conference a "Call for Abstracts."  This event is sponsored by the UNC-Charlotte Global Institute for Energy and Environmental Systems (GIEES).  Information about the conference and the call for abstracts, go to:  http://www.iseg.giees.uncc.edu/inceed2005/call.pdf
(9)  MISSISSIPPI DEPT. OF HEALTH AND COMMUNITY COLLEGE SYSTEM COLLABORATION TO EDUCATE THE PUBLIC HEALTH FORCE MEETING:

January 18, 2005 -- Attended meeting in Jackson, MS, hosted by the Mississippi by Dr. Brian Amy, State Health Officer, MS Department of Health.  Also from the Department of Health were the State Epidemiologist, the Chief Science Officer, the Deputy Director and the Director of the Office of Health Protection, as well as the Chair of the MS State Board of Health.  Presidents of two community colleges were present (Copia-Lincoln and Hinds), a representative of the MS State Board of Health, the Executive Director of the State Board for Community & Junior Colleges, the Director and Deputy Director of the MS Emergency Management Agency, the Director of the MS Office of Homeland Security, the Dean of Nursing at the University of MS Medical Center, the Associate Vice Chancellor for Institutional Affairs at the University of MS Medical Center, the Director of Training for Hinds Community College, the Executive Director of the MS Department of Environmental Quality.  Gave a presentation on the FEMA EH HiEd Project.  Group wishes to develop a state-wide public health oriented (though not exclusively) emergency management program that would be accessible to a wide range of audiences via any and all of the State's community colleges -- one which might well serve as a model of coordination and cooperation for other state community college systems.  

In his opening remarks Dr. Ami noted that he wished to give high priority to the development of real and lasting capabilities that will serve the citizens of Mississippi -- via the development of a broad-based collegiate emergency management program -- starting at the Community College level and then working upwards.

In her opening remarks Dr. Honore' noted that over 1600 MS employees are trained annually, and that the Dept. of Health wants to start a reorientation from training to education.  She quoted a U.S. Department of Labor statistic that the annual growth in Emergency Management Specialist positions is 28% -- a very high growth rate.

Robert Lathan, Director of the MS EM Agency noted that EM positions were growing at the county level in MS -- that in the last five years 33 county EM offices had been established where none existed before (from 45 to 78) with only 4 counties to go.  Noted that county and municipal officials were looking for more educated and more qualified applicants -- moving away from good-ole boy network wherein people got the EM job based on who they know not what they knew.

The group set a task to get two courses designed and developed for this coming Fall Semester and, if successful, will move onward from there to develop a broader program -- such as a full-fledged Associate Degree.  The point-of contact for this initiative in Dr. Peggy Honore', Chief Science Officer for the Dept. of Health -- Peggy.Honore@msdh.state.ms.us

(10)  PENNSYLVANIA READY CAMPUS PROJECT:

January 21, 2005 -- Was contacted by a representative of the Pennsylvania Ready Campus Project, described below in a June 2, 2004 press release copied into this activity report, and asked if time could be provided at the June 7-9, 2005 Emergency Management Higher Education Project to present on this initiative -- which could serve as a model for other states, it is hoped.  Agreed to provide agenda time -- though we need to work out details on how much time, whether in a plenary or a breakout session, and whether independent or part of another session.  From the Press Release (paragraph separations removed to save space):

"Through a $500,000 grant from the Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency (PEMA), Pennsylvania's colleges and universities and their neighboring communities will work together to strengthen preparation for and response to regional or national emergencies through the use of campus facilities, training campus volunteers and providing college students with service learning opportunities to prepare them to be crisis-ready civic leaders of the future. "Ready Campus," as the project is called, was developed by a group of planners, including Pennsylvania Campus Compact, College Misericordia, Pennsylvania's Office of Homeland Security, the American Red Cross, the Pennsylvania Association of College and Universities (PACU) and the Association of Independent Colleges and Universities of Pennsylvania (AICUP). "Ready Campus is designed to help higher education institutions in Pennsylvania, and eventually across the country, collaborate with communities and relief agencies to ensure the safety and public health of American citizens and to prepare the citizens of tomorrow to serve their neighbors in times of crisis," says Pennsylvania Governor Edward G. Rendell. "I encourage all colleges and universities in the Commonwealth to participate in this critically important project." Funding stems from the Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency via the federal government's Urban Area Security Initiative-Discretionary Grant Program. The project includes training sessions for higher education and community participants, to be held next fall and spring at College Misericordia and sites in Pittsburgh, Philadelphia and Harrisburg; a manual for developing campus-community emergency response partnerships; development of service learning curricula; and mini-grants for planning by campus-community partners. The result will be college campuses that are prepared to help their communities in times of need and that produce graduates who understand service to the community as part of their academic major. "College Misericordia's response during the 1972 Hurricane Agnes flood demonstrates how a college campus can serve as a valuable resource to the community during a crisis," said Dr. Michael MacDowell, president of the college. ³With a greater focus on crisis readiness today, the lessons forged out of necessity in 1972 can be thoughtfully planned and developed. We all recognize that there are new and real threats, and the leaders of the state's higher education institutions have a very strong interest in helping to ensure the safety of our communities." "The state's colleges and universities have an historic civic purpose, but Ready Campus is a different kind of effort," said James Birge, executive director of Pennsylvania Campus Compact, the oldest and largest coalition of presidents committed to the civic purpose of higher education in the U.S. "This project will expand dramatically the role of colleges and universities as resources for their host communities during times of emergency," Birge said.  Training sessions will be led by experts in risk management, civic engagement, disaster planning, service-learning, and volunteer mobilization. They will discuss with campus safety directors how they can make available residence and dining halls, infirmaries, telecommunications infrastructures and other facilities during an emergency. They will also discuss how faculty, staff, students, and alumni can provide volunteer services and support the initiatives of the American Red Cross and PEMA during unexpected catastrophic events.  

To help create a cadre of graduates who are ready, willing, and able to supplement existing volunteer services when needed, courses incorporating disaster relief information will be developed by faculty in multiple disciplines. This service-learning approach will give students hands-on experience in relating their coursework to helping others in times of crisis. The service-learning component of Ready Campus is designed to have long-lasting effects, producing graduates who understand the concepts of crisis management as volunteers and professionals. The concepts can be applied across a wide variety of academic majors. The courses will be introduced in the 2005-2006 academic year. Keith Martin, director of the Pennsylvania Office of Homeland Security, said his office worked with AICUP and PACU to mail a survey to college and university presidents in the state. The presidents indicated overwhelmingly strong interest in having their institutions serve as resources for Pennsylvania communities in times of regional or national emergencies, and in having their staffs attend training meetings to develop and refine campus emergency response plans. "Pennsylvania needs Ready Campus," Martin said. The theme in our state is 'relentless vigilance,' and the more we have people involved and alert, but not alarmed, the safer and better prepared our communities will be. We hope Ready Campus is a success, and the model can be exported to other states." "There are thousands of men, women and families who work tirelessly to make Pennsylvania a safe place to live and prosper," said David Sanko, executive director of PEMA. "Ready Campus adds yet another critical piece‹higher education‹to our overall crisis readiness."  Specific information on Ready Campus will be mailed to Pennsylvania's colleges and universities over the next few months. For more information, go to readycampus.org, or contact Pennsylvania Campus Compact at 717-796-5072." 

(11)  RISK ANALYSIS FOR EXTREME ECONOMIC INCENTIVES FOR REDUCING FUTURE LOSSES -- FREE PUBLICATION:

January 21, 2005 -- Saw in January "Natural Hazards Observer," reference for a free publication by Howard Kunreuther, Robert Myer, and Christophe Van den Bulte, subject above.  From abstract:

"This report discusses the need for linking risk assessment, risk perception, and risk management in order to develop meaningful strategies for dealing with extreme events, i.e., low probability-high consequence events. We give special attention to economic incentives and to extreme events exhibiting interdependencies, either among individual stakeholders or among stakeholder groups. We also give special attention to the need for cooperation between the public and private sectors with the ultimate goal of generating sound strategies for reducing the risks of extreme events and reducing the damage should such catastrophes occur. We present a conceptual framework of how risk assessment, risk perception and risk management are linked with each other. Risk assessment evaluates the likelihood and consequences of prospective risks. Risk perception is concerned with the psychological and emotional aspects of risks. Risk management involves developing strategies for reducing the likelihood and/or consequences of extreme events. The discussion of risk assessment describes how the exceedance probability or EP curve is a convenient way of summarizing the nature of the risk and provides valuable input for different stakeholders to develop strategies for managing risk. The discussion of risk perception discusses how individual decisions on whether or not to adopt protective measures are influenced by psychological and emotional factors. Problems of coordination when facing interdependent security risks are also analyzed. In particular, we discuss the need for risk management strategies that involve both the private and public sectors for dealing with the negative externalities created by these interdependencies. The discussion of risk management strategies focuses on insurance and mitigation as two complementary strategies for reducing future losses and providing funds for recovery, and addresses the role of public-private partnerships in this regard. The use of controlled laboratory experiments to better understand household adaptive response to natural hazards is illustrated through an earthquake simulation that was tested with University of Pennsylvania undergraduate and graduate students."

To access this publication, go to:   http://fire.nist.gov/bfrlpubs/ -- or http://fire.nist.gov/bfrlpubs/build04/PDF/b04026.pdf
(12)  SIGN OF THE TIMES OR ABERRATION?:

January 18, 2005 -- From the "Jackson Sun" (TN), an article entitled "Keep Looking for Madison EMA Director":

"When Madison County commissioners meet this morning, they should reject Mayor... Recommendation that...become the permanent director of the Madison County Emergency Management Agency.  Instead, commissioners should refer the matter back to its screening committee and look for more candidates.  What Madison County needs is someone with proven emergency management training and experience....Being director of EMA is not a job that lends itself to on-the-job training....Commissioners should seek another round of applicants and keep looking for an experienced EMA professional.  Public safety demands it."  

(13)  UNIVERSITY OF NEW ORLEANS -- SEEKING ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR, CENTER FOR HAZARDS ASSESSMENT, RESPONSE, TECHNOLOGY:

January 19, 2005 -- Received request to post following announcement:

"University of New Orleans.  Associate Director, Center for Hazards Assessment, Response and Technology (CHART), Department of Sociology, College of Liberal Arts http://uno.edu/~chart.  The University of New Orleans is seeking an Associate Director (with timely promotion to Director) for CHART, a mature and growing applied environmental sociology/natural hazards research center within the Department.  Applicants should have experience commensurate with their appointment at the rank of a tenure-track Associate Professor. The Center is seeking a sociologist with specialization in environmental sociology, natural hazards or natural resources to succeed CHART’s founding director.  CHART is an interdisciplinary research center focused on addressing environmental and natural hazard challenges within coastal Louisiana including metropolitan New Orleans. Applicants must have a proven record of successful research funding, established record of scholarship, management of multi-researcher research projects and experience/desire to interface with natural scientists, government agency officials and community stakeholders. Complementary sociology specialties desired include community sociology, applied sociology, sociology of science, complex organizations, social movements, and political sociology. Salary:  commensurate with qualifications and experience.  Letter of application, c.v. and three references should be directed to Shirley Laska, Director, CHART, CERM Bldg. Suite 339, UNO, New Orleans, LA 70148 or slaska@uno.edu for review by multi-disciplinary Search Committee. Review will begin February 25, 2005 and continue until position is filled.  UNO is an EEO/AA employer."  

(14)  UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA AT PEMBROKE -- EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT CONCENTRATION, MPA PROGRAM:

January 14, 2005 -- Talked with Dr. Robert Schneider, Chair, Department of Political Science and Public Administration, who notes that its official -- the Masters of Public Administration Program at UNC-Pembroke now has an Emergency Management Concentration option.  Information concerning this program can be found on the EM HiEd Project website.

(15)  WHAT SHOULD WE CALL WHAT WE DO? 

One of the topics that has been suggested for the June 7-9, 2005 Emergency Management Higher Education Conference is a discussion of what should we call what we do?  In the U.S. public sector the term most commonly used is "emergency management."  Two potential speakers have stepped up to the plate thus far:  (1)  George Haddow -- advocating something along the lines of "Integrated Public Risk Management," and (2) David McEntire -- advocating something like "Comprehensive Vulnerability Management."  I am interested in discussing the development of short papers for delivery at the conference on other terminology, such as:

Disaster Management

Emergency Management

Hazards Management

Hazards Risk Management

Homeland Security

(16)  WORLD CONFERENCE ON DISASTER REDUCTION, JANUARY 18-22, 2005, KOBE JAPAN:

January 19- 2005 -- About 4000 people from 150 countries attended this week the "World Conference on Disaster Reduction," in Kobe, Japan, some ten years after an earthquake killed about 6,400 people there and damaged or destroyed much of the port city.  Recommend going to the following website for background documents and information on this conference:  http://www.unisdr.org/wcdr/  In the Thematic Discussion Papers section, for example, one will find:

"Governance:  Institutional and Policy Frameworks for Risk Reduction" (19 pages)

"Risk Identification, Assessment, Monitoring and Early Warning" (10 pages)

"Knowledge, Innovation and Education:  Building A Culture of Safety and Resilience" (12 pages)

"Reducing The Underlying Risk Factors" (15 pages)

"Preparedness For Effective Response" (14 pages)
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