March 15-19, 2004 FEMA EM Higher Ed Project Activity Report

(1)  Contracts:
March 15-19 -- Spent much of week working on contract packages to send to the Procurement Office in the next few weeks, with most of the work devoted to procurement packages for (1) an upper division/graduate level college course on "Legal Basis for, and Legal and Ethical Issues in, Emergency Management," and (2) an upper division/graduate level college textbook on "Case Studies in Emergency and Risk Management."

(2)  Emergency Management Higher Education Conference, June 8-10, 2004, EMI, Emmitsburg, MD:
March 15-19, 2004 -- Continued to work with various breakout session developers on the design of their sessions and the conference.  The Conference Assistant notes that 244 invitations have been sent out -- there are 100 dorm rooms at out disposal (free of charge) for the conference.  When these are gone, participants will need to find local accommodations.

(3)  Emergency Managers Feel Eclipsed By Terror:
March 18, 2004 -- Title of UPI article by Shaun Waterman, which starts:

"Lawmakers Thursday told the Department of Homeland Security [Emergency Preparedness and Response Director Michael Brown] they were concerned that a too-narrow focus on terrorism and a re-organization of federal grant-making machinery was undermining the nation's ability to deal with other natural and man-made disasters.

'Our policy making must not be led by our fear of terrorism,' said Rep. Steven C. LaTourette, R-Ohio, chairman of the House Emergency Management Committee.  'The best way to prepare to meet the threat of terrorism...is a comprehensive and effective all-hazards emergency response system.'

....LaTourett's concerns echo those of emergency managers all over the country.  These officials, working in state and local governments to plan and prepare their communities for the worst, feel their budgets and in some cases their very existence are being squeezed by what some say is a myopic focus on terrorism.

Kathee Henning, who has almost four decades of experience as an emergency manager in Maryland, says that changes in the way federal cash is distributed -- prompted by the formation of the new Department of Homeland Security -- are threatening 'a two decade old structure at every level of government -- state, county and city.'

....'We are the hub that keeps all the (first responder) spokes together and the wheel rolling down the road,' Mike Mumaw, emergenc7y manager for the city of Beaverton, Ore., told Brown...at a conference of the International Association of Emergency Managers.  'Without us,' added Mumaw, 'it's all about turf.'

Attendees were also clearly concerned about the way grants and training in the new department were focused almost exclusively on one issue.  'There are three priorities at the moment,' Daryl Lee Spiewak, the association's president, told UPI, 'Terrorism, terrorism and terrorism.  Like the military,' he added, 'we always seem to be preparing to fight the last way.'

(4)  Updates on Existing Hazard, Disaster, Emergency Management Higher Education Programs:

March 15-16, 2004 -- In response to a request to many schools with emergency management programs for any noteworthy developments that might be incorporated into an updated presentation on the status of emergency management higher education programs, received a couple noteworthy replies which have been pasted-in below: 
Dr. David McEntire, Director of the Emergency Administration and Planning Program at the University of North Texas:

Right now, we have 185 majors (this number does not include minors, students earning the Bachelor of Applied Arts and Sciences degree, and other students that take our elective courses).  Over the past four years we have seen our student population nearly double, and our credit hour production more than triple.  We believe we will continue to see similar interest in our program in the future, but we are contemplating putting a cap on enrollment.  If we do not get a forth faculty member this year (due to budget constraints), we may raise the GPA required to graduate also.  At a minimum, we will be combining a few of our classes (the four phases will be collapsed into pre- and post-disaster courses dealing with mitigation/preparedness and response/recovery respectively).  I imagine this will increase the rigor of our program further, and weed out of few of our less dedicated students.

Many of our students continue to be heavily involved in program activities.  We have a large number of students that participate in IEMSA events (social, service oriented, training, professional conferences, etc.).  We also have a very active Rho Epsilon Mu chapter now.  The students in this honors society are creating a website and plan on holding discussions about current research in the field in the future.

Our students are gaining a significant amount of experience in internships.  Janay Tieken, our internship coordinator, has advised me that approximately 65% all EADP internships are paid now (ranging from $8-$12 per hour).  Students are working on hazard mitigation action plans, risk assessments, planning, exercises, and grant acquisition and management.  There are approximately 25 interns each semester.

EADP graduates are getting great jobs.  Here is a list of some of the jobs our students have obtained recently: Emergency Management Coordinator (City of Rockwall), Emergency Management Coordinator (City of McKinney), Bioterrorism planner (Tarrant County Public Health Department), Emergency Management Officer (City of Fort Worth), Emergency Management Coordinator (City of Arlington), Planner (East Texas Council of Government), Planner (North Central Texas Council of Government), Emergency Management Program Analysts (Titan Corporation), Coordinator (E&E, Inc), Operations Specialist (FEMA/DHS), Operations Manager (American Medical Response), Environmental Investigator (Texas Commission on Environmental Quality), Public Safety Telecommunicator (Richardson Police Department), Regional Coordinator (Colorado Office of Emergency Management), Deputy Coordinator (City of Pasadena), Internal Control Analyst/Continuity Planner (First American Real Estate), Assistant Emergency Manager (Carrollton Fire Department), Disaster Preparedness Coordinator (Putnam County Florida Emergency Services), Site Disaster Manager (Raytheon Systems, Inc.), Business Continuity Specialist (Starbucks Coffee), Coordinator (BNC Environmental Services), Assistant Disaster Management Coordinator (Texas Instruments), etc.  Most are staying in Texas, but a sizable portion are moving out of state.  We now have 640 graduates. 

Right now, salaries for assistant professors generally start at $48,000 (9 month salary).  Most of our professors also teach some courses in the summer for additional compensation.

Other noteworthy items:

1) We held our annual advisory board meeting a few weeks ago.  Among other things, recommendations included hiring a new professor, increasing emergency management course offerings in our MPA program, giving additional attention to emergency management grants in our courses.  They commended the move to include Financial Aspects of Government as a required course.  They also approve of our move to condense mitigation, preparedness, response and recovery into two classes. 

2) E-Team has given us software and instructional support for our Computers in Emergency Management course.

3) The Disaster Recovery Institute International is assisting in the reformulation of our Private Sector course (on business continuity planning).

4) We will be offering a public health and disasters course for the first time this summer.

5) One of our students has been nominated as a Truman scholar finalist.

We are in the process of awarding next year's Tom Joslin Memorial Scholarship.

6) In recent months, our faculty has contributed 7 publications in academic and professional journals.

7) An increasing number of students are taking the course Geographic Information Systems.

8) The Center for Public Management is working on contracts to assist local governments with planning and exercises.

9) This summer will mark the 20th anniversary of the EADP program.

Additional information on our program can be obtained at www.unt.edu/eadp/
Dr. William Waugh, Jr., Graduate Department of Public Administration, Georgia State University:

Our MPA EM concentration is growing steadily and more students in our nonprofit administration concentration are choosing to earn the graduate certificate in disaster management at the same time.  We are also getting more applications for the PhD in public policy program with a concentration in disaster management. 

Dr. Derin Ural, Director, Disaster Management Program, Istanbul Technical University, Turkey:
Disaster Managers:  A New Profession in Turkey through the ITU Graduate Degree Program!  A vision became a reality.

All 13 Graduates were placed in high level government and private sector disaster management positions.

Applications for the upcoming program have increased 4-fold, and the central government has made an official request to

initiate a graduate Disaster Management degree program in Turkish!

Over 1000 local government officials  completed the ITU Disaster Management Certificate program.

