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There are three issues for Emergency Managers to deal with in the future:

· Mitigation (how to avoid disasters)

--Environmental clean up

--Building codes

--Building locations

· Environmental issues (ice storms and electricity/power lines/how to influence policy)

--Power generation (fuel cells, diesel power, neighborhood power generating facilities with underground wiring from those to home)

--Pollution control

--Local generation

· Transportation

--Intelligent Transportation Systems use signboards, cameras, road sensors, etc. Road cameras can provide information to Emergency Managers with valuable information such as what kind of hazardous material was spilled on a roadway. 

--Integration of transportation centers and emergency operations centers

Emergency Managers should have a basic knowledge of:

· Criminal justice

· Seismology (Richter Scale, soil typology)

· Meteorology (Fujita Scale, what makes a thunderstorm? How is a tornado spawned?)

· Chemistry

· Public administration (what does a township trustee do? What does a parish commissioner do? What does it take to get a law passed?)

· Community planning

· Public health 

· Public Speaking

Most states maintain that every jurisdiction have Emergency Management. This does not mean that you can’t have a metropolitan area or small counties working together for economies of scale. Regionalization can bring interoperability with language, communication, culture, and training. 

Communication is much more than just radios and hardware; it is the ability to bring organizations together and create partnerships to work on issues important to communities.

