Handout 15. 3

Notes and Homework Assignment #2 Instructions to Students

Title: Prepare a Basic Flood Hazard Assessment.

I.
State the homework parameters and expectations. The Instructor should as much as possible divide the class into teams based on interests and assign an individual with a physical, biological, social, or economic background to each team.  The students will remain on the same team through Session 17.  Tell students that as part of this exercise, it is important for them to start thinking of how they will be working with the range of professionals they will encounter outside the classroom.  

A. Each team should consult the appropriate sources of information and collect what is needed for the Flood Hazard Assessment. 

B. Assign locations for the flood hazard assessment.  

1.
The Instructor should select different locations as places of interest for the Flood Hazard Assessment. 

a.
Choose a high school or similar facility known to be in a floodplain or a small watershed in the community 

2.
The Instructor should give an overview of the flooding problems.  

D.  
Tell students they are expected to complete the following sections of Handout 15.1: 

1.
Section I.  
Introduction

2.
Section II.  
Community setting (baseline conditions)

3.
Section III.  
The flood event

4.
Section IV.
Consequences - Direct (primary) and indirect (secondary)

5.
Section V.
Vulnerability of the community to flooding will be completed after the next class, Session 16

6.
Section VII. 
Conclusions, summary, and estimation of risk will be completed after the next class, Session 16.  

7.
Students should start on Sections VII Bibliography and VII. Appendix. Both of these sections will be completed after the next class, Sessions 16. 

E.
Tell students what is expected. 

1.
Each team will make a class presentation of about 10-15 minutes on the information collected and provide a copy of the bibliography for fellow students. 

F.
Tell students how they will be critiqued.

1.
The class will critique each presentation based on the types of information and data assembled and their applications and value to developing a Flood Hazard Assessment.

2.
It is up to each Instructor to determine grading options and discuss with students. 

F.
Tell students when the assignment is due.

1.
Students have one week to complete the assignment. Reports will be made at the beginning of the next class.  

II.
Describe how students should collect information for the assessment. (Instructor’s description can include the following information.)

A.
As professionals, students should collect information and data for their flood hazard assessment from as many sources as possible. 

1.
The generic format (Handout 15.1) distributed in class is one method of recording your flood event information.  

2.
What students will soon determine is that some sources are more reliable than others. 

B.
Discuss methods of information gathering and sources of information students can use to complete the Flood Hazard Assessment assignment. (At the Instructor’s discretion, he or she can place examples in the Reserve collection of the University's library.)

1.
Search the Internet and visit the library as well as specific agencies and organizations for flood information.

2.
Visit county and municipal departments; the zoning office, public works, office of emergency preparedness, planning commission, river basin commissions, levee boards, and drainage districts.

C.
Discuss examples of state sources of information.

1.
The coordinating office of the National Flood Insurance Program which is probably in the Dept. of Natural Resources or Emergency Management, the Department of Public Works, the Department of Transportation, the state climatologist, the State Hazard Mitigation Officer, state geological survey, the Office of Emergency Preparedness, the State Police, the National Guard, and the Governor's office.  

D.
Discuss examples of federal sources of information. 

1.
The regional office of the Federal Emergency Management Agency, (FEMA), the District and Division offices of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the state office of the U.S. Geological Survey, the regional and state offices of the Natural Resources Conservation Service, the National Weather Service, and the Federal Highway Administration.

E.
Discuss other sources of information and data.

1.
University departments (engineering, geology, geography, landscape architecture, planning, sociology, or environmental), TV stations (they always seem to know where to set up their cameras for the best photos of floods), newspapers (like the TV stations, they know who to interview), the American Red Cross, and nonprofit organizations.  

