My interest in completing my degree at University of North Texas in Emergency Management Disaster Planning, (EADP) stemmed from my involvement with disaster response at the local chapter of the American Red Cross.  I had began a degree many years ago and transferred in quite a few hours.  This precluded me from partaking of many of the EADP electives that would have allowed me to become more specialized in the field.  My advice to students interested in a career in the Emergency Management field would be to apprentice or intern with an organization during their freshman and sophomore years.  This will facilitate in affirming where their passion lies and provide working experience.  This would allow them to specialize in a particular area by selecting elective courses that will better qualify them for employment after graduation.  The field is tremendously broad and jobs are difficult to find without experience.  Whether HazMat, Wildfire Management, Planning, or Environmental Mitigation lights your fire, students would benefit by taking supporting courses.  The EADP department at UNT is blessed with gifted professors and the planned addition of a functional EOC for hands on experience places their program among the best in the country.  Thanks you for the opportunity to share lessons learned from my educational experience.
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