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Course Description

This course is designed to prepare the student with the basic concepts of emergency preparedness, the biological agents involved in the acts of terrorism, the means for recognition, and the ability to participate in both local and statewide response systems.

Course Content 

This course will focus on terrorist activities of the past and the implications for the future.  Key elements of emergency disaster planning will include event assessment, methods to increase public awareness, and identification of key government agencies involved in homeland security and communication.

The student will also gain knowledge regarding federal laws that impact terrorist attitudes and/or provide for emergency disaster planning. 

Course Objectives

· Define terrorism and identify threats related to biological weapons.

· Recognize key indicators that a bioterrorist attack has occurred.

· Define biological weapons – compare and contrast the effects of these agents with other weapons of mass destruction.

· Classify the different types of biological weapons.

· List the processes, facilities and individual agencies involved in identifying the presence of biological weapons or illness resulting from them.

· Explain the medical management process used by a community to respond to a biological weapon attack.

· Describe the role of the Emergency Management community at the local, state, and federal levels, and the planning, training, and coordination for the response to a bioterrorism event.

· Describe the roles of other key local, state, and federal agencies – FEMA, RIDOH, local police and fire, and HARI –who function as responders to bioterrorism event.

· Describe psychological effects bioterrorism has on the community – including responders, victims, and counselors.

· Demonstrate an understanding of federal and State legislation relating to the acts of bio-terrorism.

· Discuss individual activities that one can employ at home and in the workplace to minimize the effects of bio-terrorism.

Course Requirements
1. Attendance and participation in class discussions

2. Selection of a news article related to bioterrorism/ emergency management 

a. 10-minute in-class presentation (see instructions on page 5)

b. Reaction paper (see instructions on page 5)

3. Midterm Exam: 10/18/07
4. Final Exam: 12/20/07
CLASS SCHEDULE

Fall, 2007
 
Thursday
    Knight Campus 

Time:       7:00 – 9:30 PM


Course Outline 



Week 








Instructor



9/06
01
Course Overview





Alysia Mihalakos



History of Terrorism




George Hickey 




Definition










Events of the past






9/13
02
History of terrorism (cont’d)




Tom Kilday



History of suspicious events









Bio-terror players, agents used, 







targets, and modes of attack




New threat of bio-terrorism

09/20   03
 Federal and State Legislation




Peter Ginaitt
State Emergency Management Laws and







Bioterrorism Powers








The Patriot Act




Biological Anti-Terror
ist Act (1989)




PDD 39 defensive roles of response




Stafford Act

09/27   04
 Biological agents











Reasons to use 




Cindy Vanner
  



Laboratory Response








Likeliness of use


10/04
05
Public Health Preparedness and Response


Alysia Mihalakos 



   
Role of the Public Health






   
Active, passive, and syndromic surveillance






Coordination of data-tracking systems 

10/11   06          Midterm Review





Alysia Mihalakos  






10/18
07
Midterm Examination
10/25
08
Medical management





Peter Ginaitt, Dawn Lewis,  



Triage






& Alysia Mihalakos



Treatment











Patient Tracking




 




Communication to local, state, federal agencies






Prophylaxis




Strategic National Stockpile – CHEMPACK

11/1
09
Psychological effects of terrorism



Maureen McGarry  
                          

Posttraumatic stress factors



Anne Balboni

                        

Role of agencies/stress management







Counselors, psychologists, pastoral counselors




Current research

11/08   10
Information and communication



 Alysia Mihalakos



Communications issues during a bioterrorism event




The role of the Public Information Officer




What does the media want to know?

11/15 
11
Training and education




Zyg Maksymowicz



In-class exercise









11/22

Thanksgiving Holiday – NO CLASS

11/29
 12
Role of government agencies.




Tom Kilday



Local Agencies








State of Rhode Island.                                                




DHS/FEMA





                               

                         

FBI


                                                 




Dept . of Defense




 


12/6     13
Role of volunteer groups/ Communications


Tom Kilday & 



Technology  available for communications

Todd Manni





Red Cross Certifications 








Community Emergency Response Teams (CERT)



12/13    14
Role as an individual in emergency preparedness 

 Alysia Mihalakos


   
Family Response Plans.









Continuity of Operations Plan (COOP)







Continuity of Government (COG)






Course Wrap-Up/ Review for Final Exam


12/20    15
Final Exam

Experiential Activities –


Practice scenarios/tabletop exercises


Guest speakers

Review and presentation of a related article 

Grading:

Participation/attendance 
10%

Paper and presentation
15%

Mid-term exam 

35%

Final Exam


40%





100%

Students requiring accommodations should contact the Academic Accommodations Office at one of the main campus sites:  Warwick:  825-2164, Lincoln:  333-7329, or Providence:  455-6064.

Support services and other resources are available with submission of appropriate documentation.

REACTION PAPER

Select an article from a recent publication dealing with an aspect of bioterrorism.

Prepare a 2-3 page paper to be submitted following presentation to the class.

Paper is to be typed and contain the reference source and pertinent information. 

Attach the article when submitting the paper.

The presentation should include a summary and critique of the article including your reaction to the content. Also include what you believe to be the value of the article and how it supports/refutes assigned readings.  Close your presentation with a thought-provoking question to the class.

Presentation will be brief (no more than 5-10 minutes).

Grading breakdown

Article review and critique





20 points

Impact on public behavior





20 points

Personal opinion and analysis




25 points

Usefulness of the information




25 points

Clarity of thoughts






05 points

Format, grammar, and spelling




05 points







