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The instructor can draw from the final exam questions below, or others specific to the instructor and class:

Session l:  none

Session 2: Development of Social Vulnerability Analysis

1. Which is not an element of the dominant view of disasters?

a. Emphasis on natural causes

b. Treatment of people as individuals rather than social groups

c. Advocates spending too much money on nuclear fall out shelters

d. Is blind to gender differences

e. None of the above

2. Jane Cooper is an emergency manager in an area where there are many Muslim guest workers. In “scoping” or getting a good idea of the vulnerability of this social group to disasters, what would be the best way to begin?

a. Contacting another emergency manager in an area that also has a similar population group

b. Identifying and speaking with leaders of the Muslim group

c. Reading material by or contacting emergency managers in the country from which these Muslim guest workers originate

d.   Hiring an assistant who knows the language spoken by this group

e.   All of the above

3. A recent report by the National Academy of Engineering found that, according to a survey, citizens of the U.S. believe that technological knowledge is important, but they have very little understanding of technology themselves.  How much and what kind of technological knowledge do you think ordinary citizens need in order to participate in making informed decisions about natural hazards?  Provide an argument in favor of your opinion.

4. What are the strong points of the dominant view of disasters, in your opinion? Explain and justify your views?

5. Discuss the notion that a disaster is “An Act of God.”  The dominant view does not explicitly invoke divine causation or agency any more, but do you think there are still some legacy of this earlier view to be found in the dominant approach?  Why?  Why not? 

Session 3: World Views, Values, and Political Dimensions

1.  True or False: “Common humanity emerged in the tent cities where victims of hurricane Andrew found shelter, so that race, class, and social background didn’t seem to matter.”  [False]

2.  Following the great Lisbon earthquake on Easter Sunday, 1753, a debate about whether a compassionate God could have let such a thing happened.  The two sides of the debate were represented by:

a.  Voltaire and Rousseau

b.  Marx and Engels

c.  Wisner and Dynes 

d.  None of the above

3.  Why did the government officials in Peru think that the behavior of the survivors of the 1972 earthquake in Yungay was irrational?  Is there another possible interpretation for what the officials took for irrational behavior?

4.  How do you think society should go about defining what is “acceptable risk?”
5.  What is the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and what does it have to do with the prevention of disasters?

Session 4: Historical Roots of Disaster Vulnerability 

1.  An historical fact is best characterized as:

a.  Just something that happened

b.  A clear and distinct idea

c.. About the same as a fact of chemistry or physics

d.  Part of a socially constructed story.

        Chose one of these alternatives and defend your choice with a one page essay.

2.  The Black Death from bubonic plague in 14th Century Europe caused philosophical shock waves that did away with Euro centrism forever. (False)

3.  How would you go about developing a people’s history of extreme events in a town in the U.S.?

4.  What are the advantages of using local history for disaster management?

5.  List 3 of the major events that took place in the last 1960s and early 1970s that ushered in the modern period of international humanitarian response?

6.  What is compassion fatigue?

Session 5: Technology and Disaster Vulnerability

1. Give three examples of technological hazard categories and give an example of each.

2. Explain why we should be concerned with technological hazards, focusing on global disaster trends.
3. Discuss how technological hazards are an increasing part of modern society.

4. How would you incorporate technological hazards into a community disaster plan?

Session 6: Demographic and Economic Trends

1.  Compare and contrast general population growth trends in the U.S. with overall global trends.

2.  Describe three general migration trends and illustrate using examples how these might impact people’s vulnerability.

3.  Discuss how economic inequalities contribute to vulnerability to hazards. 

Sessions 7 and 8: Social Class

1. Explain the connection between social class and life chances.

2. Explain Langston’s argument that class affects what we perceive and what we have available to us as choices.

3. What are at least three ways in which social class affects vulnerability to:

a) Being a disaster victim

b) Recovering from a disaster

4. Develop strategies for your local community to engage members of lower social classes in disaster mitigation process.

Sessions 9 and l0: Race and Ethnicity

1.  Explain why race is considered so important by Americans and discuss its role in 

     American society today. Explain at least five ways in which racism affects the social    

     vulnerability of African Americans to hazards.


2. Develop a plan for addressing the social vulnerability of minorities in your community.

Sessions 11: Gender I

1. Taking Morrow and Enarson’s account of hurricane Andrew as a case study, briefly identify and discuss three ways in which women were at increased risk and three steps emergency managers might have taken to reduce this risk.

2. Which of the following statements best describes the relevance of gender to disaster vulnerability?

a. Gender is important, but not as important as social class or race/ethnicity  

b. Women are always more vulnerable than men

c. Women are rarely more vulnerable than men  

d.   Women and men are differently at risk

3. Your local emergency management office has a staff opening for an emergency management professional. If you were the interviewer, what concerns might you have about a female applicant and why? What changes might be needed in the office to increase the likelihood of her successful integration into the office?

4. Identify and briefly explain three social trends in the US with gendered impacts. How do you think they impact women and men, respectively?

5. Write a 2-page essay explaining to a skeptic how gender differences and gender inequalities tend to increase women’s vulnerability. Your essay should distinguish between differences and inequalities and demonstrate an understanding of how gender relates to other power relations in society. Use specific examples from assigned readings and lecture to support your argument. 

Session 12:  Gender II

1. How does the gendered division of labor appear to affect the vulnerability of women and men to local hazards? Your answers should include two specific examples.

2. Write a 2-page essay making the case for three significant steps which, in your view, can and should be taken in the US to promote more gender-fair approaches to risk and disaster. Your answer should clearly identify the issue/problem, the level of change you are addressing (personal/ organizational/institutional/cultural), and the obstacles you anticipate to these changes. 

Session 13: Age

1.     What social trends are increasing the vulnerability of elderly, especially elderly females?

2.
How do age, race, and sex interact to increase vulnerability to disaster?

3.
How can building capacity of children and the elderly reduce vulnerability of both groups?


Session 14: Health and Disability

1. Taking the advocacy organization you analyzed in your homework assignment as a case study, explain how it reflects the special population approach, a human rights approach, or some combination of these or other approaches to the  disabled and ill in disaster contexts. How could their capacity to reduce these vulnerabilities be strengthened? 

2. Drawing on your knowledge of social class, gender, race/ethnicity, class, and age as factors impacting people’s vulnerabilities in disasters, how do health and disability issues relate?  

3. Using specific examples, explain three trends in contemporary American society which are likely to result in lower levels of functional abilities in disaster contexts.  What do you think could be done at the local level in emergency management organizations to anticipate and address concerns raised by increased disability and/or chronic ill health?  

Session 15: Language and Literacy

1.  Which best describes literacy levels in the US?


a.  They are the highest in the world


b.  Nearly one-quarter of adults are functionally illiterate


c.  About 5% of the population is functionally illiterate

 
d.  The highest rates of literacy are for older adults

2.
List 3 examples of sources of up-to-date data on population language and literacy information, explaining what you would look for at each and how you would use it.

3.
Plan an outreach program to get evacuation information, both preparatory and at the time of an event, to a neighborhood of recent immigrants from Haiti.

Session 16: Foreign Birth

1.  Which has not been found to be associated with the problematic responses of some immigrants after US disasters?
a. Over-reaction

b. Fear of authorities

c.  Lack of rationality

d.  Inadequate communication skills

2.  Jane Cooper is an emergency manager in an area where there are many Muslim guest workers. In designing an educational program on earthquake preparedness for them, which of the following is likely to be most effective:
d. Using only women as community trainers

e. Using only men as community trainers

f. Developing a video to be taken into the community

g. Developing an educational program for the local school 

3. Describe the foreign-born population of the United States today. Where do they come from, why do they come, and where do they tend to settle?

4. Who does and who does not currently qualify for federal assistance? What federal assistance can unqualified immigrants still receive?

5. How do you think the already on-going anti-immigrant mood has been affected by the World Trade Tower disaster? What can emergency managers do to protect the rights of Middle Eastern residents of their communities, in particular? 

Sessions 17 and 18: Household and Family Structure

1. 
Emergency managers can be most effective in changing behavior by directing their educational campaigns about hazard response, such as evacuation, to:


a.  Business leaders


b. Individual households


c.  Employers


d.  Government leaders

2.  Households and families refer to the same thing. (False)

3.  How is social integration tied to disaster response?

4.  Plan an entire section of a Disaster Management Plan dealing with assistance to  

     families.

5.  List 3 types of high risk households and design programs and policies to assist them to 

     recover from a disaster.

6.  If an emergency manager knows there are many rental units in her/his jurisdiction, 

     what are the implications for disaster planning?

Session 19: Violence I 
1. Briefly explain how either hate crime, elder abuse, or domestic violence affects people’s ability to anticipate, cope with, resist, and recover from a disaster.

2. Identify two patterns of violence in America you think call for special attention by emergency managers. Using either a disaster event you have experienced or studied, illustrate how and why these patterns were significant. 

3. What is meant by “structural violence?” How do you think it puts people at increased risk in disasters? Support your answer with concrete references to assigned readings.

4. Design a job for researchers by drafting a “request for proposal” in the area of disasters and violence. What do you want to learn more about and why? What methodologies would you encourage and why? How do you expect the findings would impact your work as an emergency manager?  

5. In your view, how does violence relate to other forms of social vulnerability? Provide concrete examples from assigned readings. 

Session 20:  Violence II:  none  

Session 21: Human Communities

1. According to the socio-political ecology perspective which of the following is true:

a. Communities tend to be made up of people with common interests and goals

b. It can be anticipated that those who live and work in the same community will work together toward rebuilding it after a disaster

c. It takes leadership and planning to coordinate and handle inherent conflict

d.  Private market mechanisms can be relied upon for household recovery

2. List three types of high risk households and design programs and policies to assist them to recover from a disaster.

3. Plan an entire section of a Disaster Management Plan dealing with assistance to families.

4. Develop a disaster plan that includes address the social component.

5. Explain how disaster resistance is largely a social construction. Give specifics, including your description of a strong community.

Session 22: Community Case Studies

1.  Develop an emergency response plan for one of the following, being sure to take social structures/organizations into account. 

a.  Barrier island tourist town threatened by hurricane


b.  Rural farming community with migrant labor threatened by flooding


c.  College town threatened by toxic waste spill

2.  Given a case study, analyze the relation of the community’s a priori disaster resistance to its response and recovery, emphasizing the effects of social vulnerability factors.

Session 23: Strategies for Assessing Community Vulnerability   

1.  Which of the following would likely have the lowest Social Vulnerability Index:


a.  St. Louis, MO


b.
Manhattan, NY


c.
Los Angeles, CA


d.
Miami-Dade County, FL


e.
San Francisco, CA

2.
Explain how an emergency manager might use the data from a Community Vulnerability Assessment.

Session 24: Conducting a Social Vulnerability Assesesment

1.
Describe both a “high-tech” and “low-tech” approach to Community Vulnerability Assessment.

2.
Plan a Community Vulnerability Assessment for a given community. 

Session 25 and 26: none

Session 27, 28, and 29: none

Session 30: New Ideas 

1. You are invited to explain the social vulnerability approach to a class of students majoring in environmental science.  Prepare an outline of your remarks in which you identify the key new concepts at issue and social factors both promoting and discouraging this new way of thinking about hazard and disaster.

2. In your view, what are the primary obstacles to the acceptance of these new ideas about disasters? Identify and explain as fully as possible three social trends which you think will help foster more widespread adoption of the social vulnerability perspective.

3. Which of the following is a core idea in the vulnerability paradigm?

1. The primary causes of disasters are environmental  

2. In the US, global development has little bearing on people’s vulnerability   

3. Meeting the needs of vulnerable residents is the main focus of vulnerability reduction  

4. Better emergency response is a major goal of vulnerability oriented practitioners 

5. None of the above

Session 31: New Skills

1.  Your aunt has been active in organizing others on the reservation to resist the tribe’s plan to license a nearby waste treatment plant. She is a single parent who has been saving money to return to college and complete her education, but isn’t sure what profession she wants to enter. What would she bring to emergency management? How could her success be nurtured?  

2.  Describe the knowledge, skills, and abilities needed of an emergency manager developing a community education plan for Miami, Florida. What would a professional trained to use a social vulnerability perspective bring to the job that others might not? 

3.  Taking a young women or man of color recently employed in your state emergency services office as an example, identify and briefly discuss three barriers nontraditional professionals in emergency management might face. How could the organization intervene to support her or him?
4.  Drawing on material covered in earlier sessions about social hierarchies based on gender, race and ethnicity, social class, age, and health and (dis)ability status, develop an action plan for your state emergency management office to increase diversity across the ranks. Your essay should include specific recommendations and some discussion of likely sources of support and resistance. 
Session 32: New Practices   

1. Which three planning guidelines or principles reviewed in this session seem most significant and why? Explain your answer with concrete references to the case material.

2. You are a Californian who has just completed your degree and gone to work for the Colorado Office of Emergency Services. You would like to implement some of the effective approaches you learned about in California after the Loma Prieta and Northridge earthquakes. What would be your first goals and objectives? Be as specific as possible in your answer.

3. What assumptions or stereotypes about vulnerability do you think most significantly inhibit the adoption of a social vulnerability approach in the field. Provide three concrete examples from the case material provided (or other readings in earlier sessions) which support your point.

Session 33: Social Change in Disasters 

1.   Distinguish between “social structure” and “culture.”

2.   Distinguish between “ascribed” and “achieved” status.

3.   Of the 7 sources of social change, which one(s) might also be agents of resistance to  

      social change?

Session 34: Community-based organizations and emergent groups

1. What kinds of “channels for mobility” might be created by disasters that would enable marginalized groups to alter social structure?

2. How are CBOs different than NGOs? Which has more flexibility in operations?

3. Choose one particular group that is more vulnerable than other to disaster and create a CBO to address their vulnerability. Include in your essay (1) who you want to be a part of the group; (2) how you would begin organizing the organization; (3) what problems you might encounter; (4) what other groups/organizations with which you would try to build coalitions.

Session 35: none
Session 36, 37, and 38: none 
Session 39:  Sustainability and Sustainable Development  

1.  With today's supercomputers even complex, chaotic systems can be perfectly modeled and understood. (False)

2.   Does sustainable development mean that nobody should interfere with natural processes?  Why?  Why not?

3.   What is your understanding of the word “marginalization?” How does it affect disaster vulnerability?

4.   In negotiations over global warming gases, India objected to the proposal to classify the methane produced by the digestive processes of water buffaloes in the same category as the exhaust from automobiles.  How would the debates about sustainable development help you understand India’s objection?

Session 40:  Risk Reduction and Sustainability in the Third World
1. Deforestation can increase poverty because:


a.  Farmers will have to pay high electricity bills for lighting and cooking


b.  There will be no place to run and hide from tax collectors


c.  Women will have to walk farther to get wood to burn for cooking

d.  People will have to buy fruit at the supermarket

2.  Most international debt owed by Third World countries was incurred in the form of loans for setting up good schools and hospitals for the people. (False)

3.  Imagine a conversation between someone who believes in political critiques of international development and someone who believes in its social critiques.  What common points would they agree about?

4.  If you were trying to get food and blankets to a group of suffering people in Afghanistan, would you go through the local warlord as a go-between?  Why?  Why not?  What might be the long-term consequences of reinforcing the war lord’s power?

5.  What might be the effect of privatizing water supplies on vulnerability to disaster? 

Session 41:  Risk Reduction and Sustainability in the First World

1. The following is not an example of the links between the application of the Sustainability Principles and risk reduction:

a. Minimizing the amount of mining also reduces the chances that mine dams will 

     break, causing floods

b.  Minimizing the use of petrochemicals by using substitutes and renewables also    

     may reduce the risk of pipeline breaks and refinery fires
c.  Higher prized alternative energy will take money away from people who 

     might use it to race cars or go sky diving, which are very risky activities

d.   Preserving biodiversity may someday provide the genetic basis for a new medicine just in time to save us from an epidemic of a new, as yet unknown disease

2.  If all eligible voters in the U.S. voted, we would automatically have an “ecological democracy.”  (False)

3.  What was the evidence that led to the coining of the term “environmental justice” in the late 1980s?

4.  What is the meaning of the term “risk society?”  Do you think that you live in one?  Why?  Why not?

5.  Imagine you are a member of the county or city planning board discussing the 

proposal of a developer to put up 3,000 new homes on a bluff overlooking the ocean. What kinds of questions or concerns would you want to cover in the discussion to make sure that the development will not increase disaster risk?
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