SESSION 30 HANDOUT 
Some Characteristics of Modern and Aboriginal Cultures

    Feature


   Modern


      Aboriginal

‘World View’


Fragmented


Comprehensive

Land



Commodity


Living Heartland

‘Being’ and Living

Individualisation
   
Communitarian

Culture


Diverse


Cohesive

Natural Environment
Detached/Exploited

Integral/Cherished

Resources


External Dependency
Self Sufficiency

Location


Fixed



Mobile on Clan Land

Natural Hazards

Distant Understanding
Detailed Awareness

Emergency Management 
Few Professionals

Total Preparedness





Many Volunteers

Mobility and Change

Values/Spirituality

Shifting


Enduring


From Allan Skertchly and Kristen Skertchly. 1999. “Traditional aboriginal knowledge and sustained human survival in the face of severe natural hazards in the Australian monsoon region: some lessons from the past for today and tomorrow.” Australian Journal of Emergency Management (summer): 42-50. 
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