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            Time: 1 hour

Objectives:

At the conclusion of these sessions, the students should be able to:

Objective  29.1   Critically analyze issues raised by conducting Community    

                             Vulnerability Assessments

Scope:

This is the third of three class sessions provided for student presentations of the Community Vulnerability Assessment they conducted in the preceding three sessions. Sessions 27 and 28 were primarily intended for open and informal exchange of ideas as students presented their findings. This session engages students in critical reflection about the research process and difficulties encountered in conducting community vulnerability assessments. 

Requirements:  Briefly review session objective

Organize class time to allow ample opportunity for each student to present their findings, focusing on the research process and what students learned about vulnerability assessment rather than particulars of the case studies.

Suggested Readings:   none

Objective 29.1     Critically analyze issues raised by conducting Community    

                              Vulnerability Assessments

Remarks:

I.
Assessing community vulnerability is a complex task 

A. What obstacles to Community-based vulnerability assessments did you encounter?  

1. Possible examples

· Insufficient time for research

· Insufficient resources to collect all the data

· Lack of clarity about the research process or data needed

·  Lack of cooperation from those with relevant data

· Missing data

· Other?

2. Discuss strategies for overcoming obstacles

· Collaboration with other student researchers

· Clarification in class about expectations and methodology

· Intervention by the instructor to secure access to data

· Other?

B. 
What difficulties did students encounter locating needed data? 

1.  Some likely examples
· Data not collected

· Data not precise, e.g. not gender- or age-specific 

· Data not readily available locally

· Data not accessible to outside researchers

· Other?

2.  What kinds of data were most difficult to obtain?

· Problems with data about population factors?

· High-risk populations

· Problems with data about community factors?

· Local government, social services, social groups, social networks

3.  What kinds of data did you locate that were especially useful?

4.  Discuss strategies for locating needed data despite obstacles
· Collaboration with other users/joint requests

· Contacting relevant community groups, services,  or agencies for in-house data 

· Contacting national organizations with statistical reporting, e.g. immigration services, aging services, women’s organizations 

· Consider secondary analysis of existing data, e.g. by gender, ethnicity, class, age

II.
Conduct open class discussion about vulnerability assessment research

A.   How did you feel as an academic asking these questions?

B. What did you learn about this community through conducting this 

research? 

1. Specifically relating to resilience to disasters

· Now, but also

· Historically

2. Other dimensions of this community

3. Networking opportunities, e.g. between university researchers, land    

    use planners, neighborhood association

C. How could you conduct such research differently to have more “buy in” from different agencies, groups, or organizations?   

Study questions:  none

Final exam questions:  none

References Cited:  none
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